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CAMP IT UP WITH THE TV 
PREMIERE OF VELVET GOLDMINE — 


PLUS KILLER BABES SUNDANCE FESTIVAL MIKE FIGGIS THE DRILLER KILLER 


e SPAGHETTI WESTERNS CLERKS THE WICKER MAN LOVE IN THE CINEMA 


These days even watching TV 
can be a bit of an effort, what with a 
million-and-one digital channels to choose 
from. Time to stop that fruitless channel 
hopping and let the Guide, the unique TV and 
entertainment magazine free in Saturday’s 
Guardian, take the strain. With comprehensive 
seven-day TV listings for the week ahead plus 
previews of all the best shows on terrestrial 
and satellite TV, it will help you make sense 
of the schedules without lifting a finger. 


fvee thinkers welcome 


JAN / FEB 2000 


We i C ome to the second issue of FilmFour magazine, your free guide to what 


FilmFour is showing in January and February. 

In January, Robert Redford’s Sundance Festival comes to FilmFour. Sundance rejuvenated 
American independent cinema in the late ’80s and has led it throughout the ’9os, bringing to light 
such influential films as Reservoir Dogs, sex, lies and videotape and In The Company Of Men. 

The big season in February is the intriguingly titled Killer Babes, in which women serve up the big 
payback in a variety of murderous ways. It features Ridley Scott’s tale of gun-toting self discovery 
Thelma & Louise, not to mention a premiere of Pamela Anderson’s Barb Wire. 

Other highlights include a season of Sergio Leone’s spaghetti westerns and a 
‘Loved Up!’ bill of romantic films for Valentine’s Day. Looking ahead to spring, 
April will be British Film Month, which will include the premiere of Elizabeth. 
A season of sport films is also planned, featuring Jerry Maguire and White 
Men Can’t Jump. Rest assured, it will not include the big-screen debut of 
the two Ipswich footballers from the ’70s, Russell Osman and : 
Kevin Beattie, in preposterous footie and war film Escape : 

To Victory. o 

Finally, I’m pleased that we are showing one of my all-time 
favourite films, The Wicker Man, in January. Set on a fictional . 
Scottish island, it features strangely attractive and 


disturbing scenes of pagan revelry. You'll never mock a 
morris dancer again. Meanwhile, 


Wh y 
ONE OF THE THREE 


Matthew De Abaitua, Editor IN THE HEROIC TRIO 
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UNMISSABLE IN JANUARY 


Sundance Festival 


When Robert Redford joined the Sundance Festival in Utah, Highlights of this season include: 
it was a small affair set up to attract attention to the works 
of local filmmakers. Few could have known that the festival CLERKS sar 1 san 10pm 


would go on to launch the careers of just about everybody 
who is anybody in American independent cinema. From BEFORE SUNRISE tues « Jan spm 


influential directors such as the Coen brothers, SEX, LIES AND VIDEOTAPE tues 4 san 10.30Pm 


Richard Linklater, Quentin Tarantino and SUTURE wep 5 JAN 0.10PM 


Kevin Smith to actors like Ethan Hawke —————————————————______ 
and Parker Posey, Sundance made SPANKING THE MONKEY tuur « san 10.10Pm 


them. The season includes the IN THE COMPANY OF MEN Fri 7 van 12.20aM 
daar ee SLACKER sar s Jan 12.30AM 

GO FISH sar s van 2.10am 
BOX OF MOONLIGHT won 10 van spm 
THE HOUSE OF YES won 10 van 10pm 
EDEN vues 11 JAN 12.30AM 
CLEAN, SHAVEN Fri 14 Jan 11.50PM 


STELLA DOES TRICKS 
MON 17 JAN 11.55PM 


AMERICAN JOB 
TUES 18 JAN 2.10AM 


BLOOD SIMPLE 


THUR 20 JAN 11.40PM 
HIGH ART ri 21 an 10pm 
POISON Fri 21 JAN 11.45PM 


WELCOME TO 
THE DOLLHOUSE 
SAT 22 JAN 12.50AM 


EL MARIACHI 


SUN 23 JAN 12.35AM 


RUBY IN PARADISE 
MON 24 JAN 8PM 


LIVING IN OBLIVION , 
TUES 25 JAN 10.30PM 


RESERVOIR DOGS 
TUES 25 JAN 12.05AM 


METROPOLITAN 


THUR 27 JAN 12.50AM 


TAKE UP THE SLACK WITH CLERKS 


CLINT IN THE 
GOOD, THE BAD 
AND THE UGLY 


The Portrait Of A Lady 


Starring Nicole Kidman, John Malkovich and 
Richard E Grant, this is a lush and modern 
adaptation of Henry James’ novel from Jane 
Campion, director of The Piano. 


THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY 


SAT 22 JAN 10PM 


With his groundbreaking ‘Dollars’ trilogy, Sergio Leone invented 
the spaghetti western. These violent and amoral Italian takes on 
the American frontier made Clint Eastwood’s career. As the Man 
with No Name, he wanders through the trilogy as dispassionate 
and craggy as Mount Rushmore. Truly mythic filmmaking. This 
season continues in February as Way Out West. 


A FISTFUL OF DOLLARS Fri 22 Jan 10pm 
FOR A FEW DOLLARS MORE sar 29 van 10Pm 
THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY 


SUN 30 JAN 10PM 


is IS ind 


Catch Jack back in the day when 
he was still acting not just 
chewing scenery, including the 
premiere of The Last Detail. 


THE KING OF MARVIN 
GARDENS sun 9 van spm 
THE LAST DETAIL 


SUN 9 JAN 10PM 


FIVE EASY PIECES 


SUN 9 JAN 11.50PM 


THE SHINING 


SUN 9 JAN 1.30AM 


JACK IN THE LAST DETAIL 


Neil jordan retrospective 


A celebration of Ireland’s greatest living director, an auteur whose 
films have secured both mainstream success and controversy. 

His turbulent talent combines an eye for elegant composition 
with a lyrical storytelling. Catch his worldwide hit, The Crying 
Game, before the premiere of The Miracle on the following day. 


ANGEL won 17 JAN 10pm 

THE COMPANY OF WOLVES wues 1s JAN 10.30PM 
THE CRYING GAME wep 19 van 10pm 

THE MIRACLE tuur 20 van 10pm 
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UNMISSABLE IN FEBRUARY 
Velvet Goldmine 


When David Bowie announced he was bisexual, the Home 
Counties may have tutted loudly, but to a generation of 
teenagers, it meant liberation. Velvet Goldmine is an over- ! 
the-top pop extravaganza in celebration of the time camp 

went mainstream. Don’t miss its exclusive UK TV 

premiere, supported by glam’s other classic highpoints. 

ZIGGY STARDUST... sat 12 FEB spm 

VELVET GOLDMINE sar 12 Fes iopm 

TOMMY sar 12 Fes 12.05AM 


PHANTOM OF THE PARADISE sar 12 Fes 1.55am 


EWAN MCGREGOR PLAYS CURT WILDE, A RAW ROCKER BASED ON IGGY POP 


Who would have thought Abel Ferrara’s The Driller Killer would ever make 
it to TV? A victim of the video nasty scare of the early ’80s, it’s finally 
wriggled free of the censor. Part of a season that frankly goes too far. 


MAITRESSE ri Fes 11.45Pm 

EL TOPO rnris Fes 11.30PM 

THE FOURTH MAN ri 11 Fes 11.45PM 
THE DRILLER KILLER ri is Fes 12am 


DIY GOES BADLY WRONG FOR SOMEONE IN THE DRILLER KILLER 


Loved Up! 


Cuddle up with these weird romantic films, including 
ménage a quatre Martha — Meet Frank, Daniel And 
Laurence. It’s a Valentine’s bouquet of odd love. 


Highlights of this season include: 


HIGH ART sun 13 Fes 10.20Pm 

CYRANO DE BERGERAC won 14 Fes epm 
LAST TANGO IN PARIS tues is res 10.30Pm 
BENNY AND JOON wen ie Fes spm 
BEAUTIFUL GIRLS Fri is Fes spm 


MARTHA - MEET FRANK, DANIEL 
AND LAURENCE sar 19 Fes spm 


BOYS TALK IN MARTHA — MEET FRANK, DANIEL AND LAURENCE 
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It’s rare that good books make good films. Paul Auster is an 


acclaimed author who made his name with a trio of stories set in 
New York. One of his short stories, published in the New York Times, | 

inspired director Wayne Wang to create Smoke, an amiable look at \ 

eight lives among the eight million people living in the Big Apple. 


SMOKE sat 26 Fes spm 


BLUE IN THE FACE sun 27 Fes spm 
THE MUSIC OF CHANCE won 2s Fes spm 


PIPE DREAMS FOR HARVEY KEITEL IN SMOKE 


Brace yourself for a season of women driving sharp stiletto 
heels through their enemies. And blowing their heads off. 
And poisoning them, stabbing them and kneeing them 
where it hurts. From the road movie liberation of Thelma & 
Louise to the rampantly over-the-top, gory adventures of 
three female superheroes in The Heroic Trio, strong 
women take charge. 


Highlights of this season include: 


THE LAST SEDUCTION tues : Fes 10.30Pm 
GLORIA Tues 1 Fes 12.20am 

BLACK WIDOW wep 2 Fes 12am 

THE QUICK AND THE DEAD tuur s res iopm 
FORTY GUNS tnurs res 1 
MAITRESSE ni 4 Fes 11.45Pm 

THE CRAFT sats Fes 10pm 

BARB WIRE sun ¢ Fes 10pm 

ROMEO IS BLEEDING won 7 res iopm 
THE NANNY wow 7 res 12am 

THE HEROIC TRIO tues s Fes 12.20Am 
THELMA & LOUISE wen 9 res 10pm 
HANDGUN wep 9 Fes 12.15aM 

KILL ME AGAIN tuur io Fes 10Pm 
CAGED HEAT tnur io Fes 12.20AM 
HEATHERS rri 11 Fes 10pm 


BARB WIRE PAMMY BRINGS THE THIRD DIMENSION TO A TWO DIMENSIONAL PART 


-35AM 
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Robert Redford saw the Sundance Festival 

as a haven for independent filmmakers. But as 
classic influential movies such as Reservoir 
Dogs began to emerge from its screenings, the 
big players scented money. Esquire film critic 
James Parker wonders if its independent spirit 
has survived this feeding frenzy 


Almost since its inception, the annually-held Sundance 
Festival in the tiny mountain resort of Park City, Utah, has 
walked a perilous line between independence and 
incorporation, nurturing a succession of renegade talents 
only to watch them get slurped into the insatiable maw of 
Hollywood. 

The festival was born in 1978, when the now well-worn 
concepts of ‘independent’ and ‘alternative’ filmmaking did 
not even exist; instead it devoted itself to ‘regional 
cinema’ — movies from Texas, Alaska, anywhere but 
Hollywood. When Robert Redford got involved a year 
later, Sundance found its figurehead: a mainstream 
liberal, committed to radical artistic expression but vastly 
successful in a commercial medium. With the PR clout, 
the charisma injection and above all the money Redford 
provided, Sundance took off. The aim was not to reject 
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but regenerate the industry, set up alternative energy 
sources and provide entry for unsanctioned talent. 
Spike Lee, Jim Jarmusch, the Coen brothers, all passed 
through Sundance’s gate. “We’re not anti-Hollywood at 
all,” said Redford in 1986. “Many industry people 
participate and it’s a great place for an independent 
filmmaker to make contacts.” 

Within a few years, Redford’s comments were to seem 
comically understated, as snowy Park City began to 
swarm with industry types. Sundance today unravels in a 
frenzy of acquisition, as scouts, execs, lawyers, 
middlemen all chase the prize — the smart, edgy movie 
that will play BIG across the US. Enormous money flies 
around Sundance. The ski-slopes ring with the yodel of 
cellphones. Agents get down on their knees in the street- 
slush, begging to represent the young talent. 

So, when did breeding-ground become feeding- 
ground? Probably after 1989, the year sex, lies and 
videotape, directed by former festival volunteer driver 
Steven Soderbergh, won the coveted Audience Award 
before setting a box-office record for ‘specialty’ films. It 
was a break-out success both for Sundance and for the 
film’s distributor — Miramax run by Harvey and Bob 
Weinstein — and thereafter the fates of the company and 
the festival would be intertwined. Soderbergh’s record 
was broken two years later by the Miramax-distributed 


LEFT TO RIGHT: In The Company Of Men, 
Reservoir Dogs, The Crying Game, Robert 
Redford at Sundance 


The Crying Game and the brothers Weinstein began to 
dominate the opposition: in 1995 they had 25 Oscar 
nominations, more than any major studio. 

At times the panting proximity of the market has 
seemed to damage Sundance’s core values; there were 
howls of protest in 1995, for example, when Ed Burns’ 
Hollywood-style comedy The Brothers McMullen picked 
up the Grand Jury Prize. It was cheap ($25,000) but its 
aesthetic values were as market-driven as Armageddon. 
In 1998, festival organisers caved in to Courtney Love and 
her deathsquad of lawyers and cancelled a screening of 
Nick Broomfield’s Kurt And Courtney in a shameful 
capitulation to big money. 

But for all that the gathering at Park City remains a hive 
of energy. Recent stellar alumni include Neil LaBute (see 
right) and David O Russell. Hipsters descend — Michael 
Stipe, Lili Taylor, Parker Posey (the acknowledged Queen 
of Sundance) — and Robert Redford is everywhere, a 
celestially benign presence. | stood next to Harvey 
Weinstein once, and the sheer mass of the man, the 
meat of his power as it were, was quite affecting. 
Between these two angels, the independent 
filmmakers must somehow find their way. 


James Parker’s favourite festival film 


IN THE COMPANY OF MEN FRI 7 JAN 12.20AM 
Neil LaBute’s blacker-than-black comedy of male 
manners set Sundance alight in 1997 and earned 
LaBute a reputation for scathing post-PC insight on 
which he has yet to fully deliver. In The Company Of 
Men follows the white-shirted corporate duo, Chad 
and Howard, through a dastardly plot to ‘restore 
dignity’ to their lives by emotionally destroying a 
woman of their choice. Constantly surprising in its 
nastiness, consistently bold 
in its approach and with a 
pounding jazz score, 
In The Company Of 
Men is one of the 
sharpest films 
ever to pass 
through 
Sundance. 


“WE'RE NOT 
ANTI-HOLLYWOOD AT ALL” 
ROBERT REDFORD 


Investigating 
Hollywood 


With Leaving Las Vegas, top British director Mike Figgis was acclaimed by Hollywood but this 
success came after years of conflict with the system. This love/hate relationship led to Hollywood 
Conversations, in which he interviews some of its biggest names to find out exactly what it is like 
to make a living from films. Here he talks exclusively to FilmFour 


CAN YOU EXPLAIN THE GENESIS OF HOLLYWOOD over here. | understand the way the media have to sell 
CONVERSATIONS? | liked the idea of doing something | things, but for filmmakers it’s often a very delicate world 
verbal. | set off with nothing in the bag except my trusty out there. Hollywood is written 
camera and enough equipment that, if | did get about very badly, especially 
someone to agree to talk, it would be of a decent in the UK: it’s either stories 
quality. Then | started looking people up. | first met about how the Brits are 
with incredible suspicion; then bit by bit, someone taking over, or it’s 
agreed and someone else agreed. First | got Mel some scandal. 

Gibson to say yes and he said to friends of his, Whereas the actual 


process of making a 
“| believe in striving “ee 

to make films that 

transcend the media 
that have gone before” 


“It’s okay, he’s all right,” and so other people agreed. 
Then it became much easier. There were some notable 
refusals, but it would be rude to say who. 


HOW ON EARTH DID YOU GET MEL GIBSON TO AGREE 
TO TALK TO YOU? Mel is very approachable. He’s big 
enough for it not to matter; he’s not vain. He was a 
joy, really. It was just a matter of getting through to 
him. We’d only met once before, at the Oscars when 
Braveheart cleaned up over Leaving Las Vegas, 
so | guess he was feeling generous. 


WHAT’S YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON WHAT IS, 
ESSENTIALLY, A JOURNALISTIC PROJECT? 

| have a lot of problems with the way film is 
assessed and dealt with, both in America and 
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mundane, so technically laborious and for an 
actor it’s such a long haul - if you’re someone 
like Sharon Stone, think how long she had to 
tread water and go through all sorts of 
nonsense. That’s what fascinates me. That, 
and the relationship between the actors, the 
agents and the managers. 


1S IT ALL ABOUT SUCCESS? Not necessarily. 
One of the interviews is with an actress 
who’s yet to make it. | mean, she’s wonderful 
looking, it’s all there; she just hasn’t made it 
yet. She was in one film for HBO and was, 
basically, exploited. She took her clothes off 
and they did something they said they 
weren’t going to do. She has no protection 
and she doesn’t want to make waves. It’s 
that pact you make with yourself about your 
own dignity as an actor; if you’re going to go 
to Hollywood you know what the rules are, 
especially if you’re a woman. You know 
there’s going to be sexism, you know you're going to 
have a hard time. So your ambition has to be so strong 
and that’s what fascinated me too: where do you draw 
the line? | also talked to Ally Sheedy and Roseanna 
Arquette, they were very bitter about what happened to 
them — having been ‘babes’ at some point. | talked to 
Mickey Rourke, too, he mostly talked about boxing. You 
think an actor is frightened, think what it’s like to step 
into a ring with an ex-con who wants to kill you. He was 
a revelation. 


DID YOU CONSCIOUSLY AVOID CONTROVERSIAL 
TOPICS? | feel very protective about the actors and for 
that reason the films are very gentle, even if the 
subjects are painful for them. | worked with Robert 
Downey Jr, for example, on One Night Stand and in that 
period he was arrested and was very sick with the 
drugs thing, so | wanted to talk to him about that. 
That’s an example of someone | loved and knew well. | 
didn’t have it in for anyone, even when | talked to 
people like Jerry Bruckheimer or Sylvester Stallone. | 
just wanted to see how they saw the industry, how 
they made films and what their approach was. 


The work of Mike Figgis is unique in British filmmaking. 
After Stormy Monday, a bleak film noir set in Newcastle, 
Figgis made Internal Affairs, a police procedural thriller, 
starring Richard Gere, that made his name in Hollywood. 
In Mr Jones, another collaboration with Gere, Figgis felt 
the Hollywood wind at its coldest with the changes 
imposed by its producers, who suggested the manic 


NICOLAS CAGE IN LEAVING LAS VEGAS 


STORMY MONDAY WAS YOUR FIRST BIG HIT. WHAT 
DID THAT TEACH YOU ABOUT THE SYSTEM? It was a 
struggle to make and ironically, it was the American 
money that was hardest to raise even though it wasn’t 
very much, about $500,000. It was the first time I’d 
come up against the casting system: we’ll only make 
this film if you can get one of the following five actors 
or actresses. Seeing how they changed their minds 
was an education. Melanie Griffith was untouchable 
when | first went over there; then the Demme film 
Something Wild came out, she was flavour of the 
month and they would only make the film with her. 


WHAT INSPIRES YOU TO KEEP GOING ASA 
FILMMAKER? | still believe in striving to make films 
that transcend the media that have gone before, 
literature basically, and it hasn’t done it yet. | think 
literature is incredible. Film is still over-hyped, simply 
because it’s so much more expensive. Anything that 
comes along, like the Dogme group, which is a bit 
more humble and amateurish, is brilliant. 


AND FINALLY? Basically, the film business is insane. 


es 
F 4 i mography The vivid and varied career of one of Britain’s top directors 


depressive played by Gere should only be manic, which 
was funny, and not depressive, as that would upset the 
audience. But Figgis’ greatest triumph was around the 
corner with Leaving Las Vegas, a low-budget multi-Oscar- 
nominated smash. He has just seen his Antonioni-esque 
fable The Loss Of Sexual Innocence released in the US 
and is preparing to shoot Time Code 2000. ANDREW PULVER 


- =e - 


HOLLYWOOD CONVERSATIONS WILL BE APPEARING ON TUESDAYS 10PM AND REPEATED THURSDAYS 7.30PM THROUGHOUT JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 
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100 YEARS... 
100 STARS [eoxee 
PART 1 WED 5 JAN 3.35AM, TUES 18 
JAN 6PM PART 2 THUR 6 JAN 3.50AM, 
TUES 25 JAN 6PM 

1999 | Gary Smith | 2 x 65 mins 


no cert 


A stargazing profile of the American 


Film Institute’s top 100 Hollywood 
legends, in two 50-year chunks. A 
dewy-eyed adoration of cinematic 
icons in which current stars lovingly 
pinpoint their predecessors’ popularity 
in a particularly lush production. 


AMERICAN JOB 


SUNDANCE wSaten 
TUES 18 JAN 2.10AM, SUN 30 JAN 
2.20AM 

1995 | Chris Smith | 91 mins | no cert 
RANDY RUSSELL, TOM WHEELER, 
CHARLES SMITH Ill 


Ranpy Russe t suffers a succession of 


menial jobs in the factories and fast- 
food joints of the Mid West. Pleasing 
dead-pan humour and a trance-like 
rhythm mesmerise in this slick, bleak, 
yet funny film given its first showing at 
the Sundance Festival. 


ANGEL fttnczeectve 

MON 17 JAN 10PM 

1982 | Neil Jordan | 87 mins | 15 

STEPHEN REA, VERONICA QUILLIGAN 
Neil Jordan’s fiery directorial debut is 
a thriller with the streetwise style of 
Scorsese. Set amid Northern Ireland’s 
sectarian violence, saxophonist 
STEPHEN Rea (a favourite of the 
director) witnesses two terrorist 
murders and finds he is unable to 
resist his desire for revenge. A chilling 
portrayal of the cycle of tit-for-tat 
violence on Irish soil. 


APOCALYPSE NOW 

SUN 16 JAN 3AM, MON 21 FEB 12.15AM 
1979 | Francis Coppola | 147 mins | 18 
MARTIN SHEEN, MARLON BRANDO 


MARTIN SHEEN journeys through 
Vietnam and Cambodia to terminate 
flipped-out US colonel (BRANDO). His 
mission becomes a screaming trip into 
madness, stunningly realised by 
Coppola’s hallucinogenic direction and 
a deranged cast who seem to be 
hurtling themselves into the abyss. An 
epic vision of Vietnam. 


ARTHUR’S HALLOWED 
GROUND 
THUR 6 JAN 6PM 
1986 | Freddie Young | 71 mins | no cert 
JIMMY JEWEL, JEAN BOHT, VAS BLACKWOOD 
The ground in question is a cricket 
pitch of which Arthur is groundsman. 
Stubborn and offensive, he 
intimidates everyone — until friendship 
blooms with his new assistant. 
Charming debut for this 80-year-old 
director who began as a cameraman, 
winning Oscars for David Lean’s 
Lawrence Of Arabia, Doctor Zhivago 
and Ryan’s Daughter. 


ATOLLADERO wir" Ea 
SAT 26 FEB 11.55PM 

1995 | Oscar Aibar | 95 mins | 18 

PEP MOLINA, IGGY POP, ORIOL TRAMVIA 


A Spanish offering set in the 21st 
century, where one good man stands 
alone against a corrupt town as Mad 
Max meets the spaghetti western. In 
his biggest role to date, |laay Pop 
loiters through proceedings as an evil 
henchman with the physique of a 
bench-pressing weasel. 


‘sponsors FilmFour productions 


-Wicker Man 


Now revered as one of the cult films of the last 30 years, The Wicker Man was only released after B-movie 
master Roger Corman suggested substantial cuts for the American drive-in market. Fans are fond of the folk 
songs that pepper the film with lascivious paganism, such as Come, here sung by the wanton landlord’s 
daughter, Willow (Britt Ekland), to tempt virginal Christian copper, Neil Howie (Edward Woodward). 


Hey ho. Good evening. No one but me my dear. Please come. Say how do. The things I’ll give to you. A stroke as gentle 


Would you have a wondrous sight. Mmmmmmmm. The midday sun at midnight. Fair maid, white and red. Comb you 
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‘association with 
PHIL DANIELS’ DOUBLE TAKE IS ON FILMFOUR ON WED 12 JAN. FIVE EASY PIECES |S SHOWING AT 8PM AND THE WICKER MAN AT 10PM EMPIRE 


BABYMOTHER 72Guardian 
MON 3 JAN 12AM 

1997 | Julian Henriques | 77 mins | 15 
ANJELA LAUREN SMITH, WIL JOHNSON 


British-made reggae musical charts 
ANJELA LAUREN SmITH’s struggle to 
balance a singing career with her 
maternal duties and all after 
discovering her sister is actually her 
mother. Smith gets the right blend of 
ballsy vulnerability and the music 
skanks along in a rubadub stylee. 


BACKBEAT =e /?Guardian 
SAT 15 JAN 11.55PM 
1994 | lain Softley | 94 mins | 15 


SHERYL LEE, STEPHEN DORFF, IAN HART 


The Beatles grow up from energetic 
teddy-boy rockers into hardened mop- 
top professionals during their fabled 
stint in Hamburg’s strip joints. The film 
concentrates on a rare and intriguing 
portrait of the original bass player, Stu 
Sutcliffe (DoRFF) and his relationships 


with Lennon (Hart) and image-making 
photographer Astrid Kirchherr (Lee). 
The performances of the early Beatles 
numbers are incredible, capturing the 
amphetamine-fuelled, raw-throated 
vocals of this stage in their career. 


THE BALLAD OF 
LITTLE JO 

WED 9 FEB 2.05AM 

1993 | Maggie Greenwald | 116 mins | 15 
SUZY AMIS, BO HOPKINS, IAN MCKELLEN 


A western told from the perspective of 
a cross-dressing woman. Suzy Amis is 
the East-Coast girl disowned for pre- 
marital misdemeanours who disguises 
herself as a man in order to survive 
the chauvinist world of the frontier. 
Look out for a pre-Boogie Nights 
appearance by HEATHER GRAHAM. 


BARB WIRE Sui 
SUN 6 FEB 10PM, SAT 19 FEB 11PM 
1995 | David Hogan | 94 mins | 18 
PAMELA ANDERSON LEE, TEMUERA 
MORRISON, JACK NOSEWORTHY 


Released before the hard-core home 
video of her honeymoon with the 
immensely membered Tommy Lee 
was leaked to a wide-eyed world, this 
Mad-Maxie clone sees a PVC-clad 
Pamela ANDERSON kicking butt in the 
civil war-torn America of 2017. As an 
escape from Anderson’s Barbie doll 
Baywatch image it fails dismally. But 
as a funky, comic-book action flick, it 
works a treat. Astonishing that the 
once ubiquitous Pammy hasn't been 
on the big screen since. 


_ asa feather. Hey ho. | amhere. Am | not young and fair. Please come. Say how do The thin 


THE BATTLE OVER 
CITIZEN KANE 


SUNDANCE 
FESTIVAL 


DOCUMENTARY 
SAT 15 JAN 6PM 

1996 | Michael Epstein/Thomas Lennon | 
111 mins | no cert 

Orson Welles’s masterpiece based on 
the life of William Randolph Hearst 
prompted the media mogul, not 
surprisingly, into a vicious campaign to 
suppress its release. With interviews, 
footage and clips from Welles’s work, 
this intriguing documentary charts the 
battle over the film’s production and 
makes a neat character comparison 
between the two protagonists. 


BEAUTIFUL 

GIRLS 3" 

FRI 18 FEB 8PM, SAT 26 FEB 10PM 
1996 | Ted Demme | 107 mins | 15 

TIMOTHY HUTTON, MATT DILLON, NATALIE 
PORTMAN, UMA THURMAN 


A wry, romantic soul searcher starring 
the ever-sensitive TimoTHy HuTTON. He 
is a pianist suffering doubts over his 
upcoming wedding who returns home 
for a school reunion. Reacquainting 
himself with the jock-strap vulgarity of 
his old buddy Matt DILLON’s bar-room 
banter seems to help his indecision, 
until he meets the girl of his dreams. 
Unfortunately, she’s a 13-year-old — 
here played by NATALIE PORTMAN in one 
of those sassy jailbait roles that were 
her stock in trade before that call from 
Mr Lucas. UMA THURMAN is the big-city 
woman who blows into this hicksville 
town and turns heads. 


venta 


smooth and stroke your head. Ha hahhhh ha ha hahhhhh ha. (slap arse vigorously) Ha hahhhh ha ha hahhhhh ha. 
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? Each of Sergio Leone’s spaghetti westerns features 
Clint Eastwood as the amoral, surly but supercool 
@ = Man With No Name. What is the nature of his appeal? 


HAT Conceals his expression, making him 
appear inscrutable. Also, it hides his hair. In 
The Good, The Bad And The Ugly, he is referred to 
as “Blondie”, the closest the 
character gets to a name in all 


three films. 


ad LI... in 


| SERGIO LEONE’S A FISTFUL OF DOLLARS |S SHOWING ON FRI 28 JAN 10PM AND SUN 13 FEB 2.45AM FOR A FEW DOLLARS MORE |S ON SAT 29 JAN 10PM 
AND SUN 20 FEB 2.30AM THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY |S ON SUN 30 JAN 10PM AND SUN 27 FEB 1.25AM ONCE UPON A TIME: SERGIO LEONE 
|S ON THURS 27 JAN 10PM, SUN 13 FEB 1.50AM AND SUN 20 FEB 4.40AM 
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BEAUTOPIA [icumcon] Sustwar® 
SAT 22 JAN 6PM 

1997 | Katharina Otto | 103 mins | no cert 
Four wannabes are vying to become 
the next Cinpy CRAWFORD. The woman 
herself and pals impart pearls of 
wisdom. Away from the Vogue covers, 
life is revealed as a cattle-market of 
casting sessions. 


BEFORE SUNRISE fesmat* 
TUES 4 JAN 8PM 

1995 | Richard Linklater | 97 mins | 15 
ETHAN HAWKE, JULIE DELPY 


Director Richard Linklater proved he 
positively reeks of Teen Spirit with 
films like Dazed And Confused, 
Slacker and SubUrbia. He aims 
slightly higher in this romance that 
sets ETHAN HAw«ke’s US traveller and 
Jute Detpy’s French student on a 
cultural exchange during one magical 
night in Vienna. A bold film in which 
the couple who have just met explore 
each other with sparkling dialogue 
rich in character and humour. 


BELLE DE JOUR itso 
TUES 29 FEB 11PM 

1967 | Luis Bufiuel | 96 mins | 18 
CATHERINE DENEUVE, JEAN SOREL 


A sexual psychodrama graced by 
CATHERINE DENEUVE as the bourgeois 
housewife Séverine who, unfulfilled by 
her bland husband, goes to work in a 
high-class brothel. There is virtually no 
nudity, but nevertheless this film 
remains a heightened erotic experience. 


BENEATH THE 

PLANET OF THE APES 
FRI 18 FEB 1.45AM 

1970 | Ted Post | 91 mins | 15 

JAMES FRANCISCUS, CHARLTON HESTON 
“The only good human... is a dead 
human.” The apes haven't softened 
their stance in this sequel in which 
CHaRLTON’s buddy comes to rescue 
him only to be captured himself. 


BENNY AND 

JOON te" 

FRI 4 FEB 8PM, WED 16 FEB 8PM 
1993 | Jeremiah Chechik | 95 mins | 15 
JOHNNY DEPP, MARY STUART MASTERSON 
Mary STUART MASTERSON is a severely 
lopsided outpatient who finds emotional 
stability in Depp’s childlike affections. 
You can tell they’re ‘different’ and 
‘kooky’ because they wear hats. You 
can tell they’re ‘special’ because it’s 
Depp, who has championed the unique 
- from the obese (What's Eating Gilbert 
Grape) to the cutically challenged 


(Edward Scissorhands). But he’s a star, 
and as this shows, his PC protestations 
are usually delightful affairs. You could 
just pinch his cheeks in this one. 


BIGGER THAN LIFE 
TUES 22 FEB 6PM 

1956 | Nicholas Ray | 91 mins | no cert 
JAMES MASON, WALTER MATTHAU 
Exceptional performance from JAMES 
MASON as a small-town teacher whose 
experimental use of a prescription 
drug goes badly wrong, transforming 
him into a power-crazed bully. 


BLACKMAIL 

THURS 20 JAN 6PM 

1929 | Alfred Hitchcock | 82 mins | PG 
ANNY ONDRA, JOHN LONGDEN 


A detective is blackmailed when he 


attempts to cover up his girlfriend’s 
part in a murder. Britain’s first talkie: 
Czech Anny Onora was the first 
actress to be dubbed on film. History 
aside, Blackmail is a tense and grisly 
tale of rape, murder and deception. 


BLACK WIDOW Siu: 


WED 2 FEB 12AM 
1987 | Bob Rafelson | 97 mins | 15 


DEBRA WINGER, THERESA RUSSELL 


Russe_t and WINGER, two of the most 
underrated actresses around, are the 
sparring partners in this clever thriller. 
Russell plays a serial hubby-hunter 
chased by Winger’s impressionable 
Justice Department workaholic. 


BLEAK MOMENTS 


MON 7 FEB 8PM, TUES 22 FEB 3.45AM 
1972 | Mike Leigh | 106 mins | PG 
ANNE RAITT, SARAH STEPHENSON 


Mike Leigh’s first feature celebrates 
the minutiae of life in a story of two 
sisters, one mentally handicapped, as 
they chisel away at the communication 
barriers that define and confine their 
bleak South London existence. 


BLOOD SIMPLE 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


HAA IN THE 

FA TRIPLE BILL 

SUN ~ FEB 8PM 

1994 | Wayne Wang/Paul Auster | 80 mins | 15 
HARVEY KEITEL, LILY TOMLIN, MADONNA 
It may be an improvised afterthought 
to Wang and Auster’s Smoke (page 
44) but that only serves to increase its 
throwaway charm. Shot in a week 
after Smoke’s completion because 
everyone had such a laugh on set 
they didn’t want to leave, the camera 


loiters in Harvey Keitel’s tobacconist, 
eavesdropping on the philosophical 
meanderings of its New York clientele. 


BOSTON KICKOUT 


MON 24 JAN 11.45PM 
1995 | Paul Hills | 101 mins | 18 
EMER McCOURT, JOHN SIMM 


Sharing the grim humour of 
Trainspotting, this gritty rites-of- 
passage film follows school-leaver 
JOHN Simm and his dysfunctional 
mates wasting away in the suburbs. 
The teens survive on a diet of 
boredom, violence and bad sex while 
being tormented by seemingly 
unrealisable dreams. 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 
BLOOD SIMPLE fesmic* 


THUR 20 JAN 11.40PM 

1984 | Joel Coen | 95 mins | 18 

JOHN GETZ, FRANCES McDORMAND, 
M EMMET WALSH 


The Coen brothers’ magnificent 
debut. A Texan bar owner hires a 
private-eye to kill his wife, only for 
the plan to go spectacularly awry. 
Jet-black, ingenious and wickedly 
funny, the film holds all the clues to 
the Coens’ peerless future including 
bizarre deaths, itching paranoia and 
a delicious performance of sweat- 
stained villainy from M Emmet WaLSH. 
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in Clerks 


Hanging out between serving customers in a grocery store, Randal and 
Dante chew the fat on the merits of the Death Star. Well, wouldn’t you? 


GE « ew | I= 
Randal What did you like better. 
Jedi or the Empire Strikes Back? 


Dante Empire. 
Randal Blasphemy. 


Dante Empire had the better 
ending. | mean, Luke gets his hand 
cut off, finds out Vader's his father, 
Han gets frozen and taken away by 
Boba Fett. It ends on such a 
downer, | mean, that's what life is. 
A series of down endings. All Jedi 
had was a bunch of muppets. 


Randal There is something else 
going on in Jedi. | never noticed it 
until today. They built another 
Death Star, right. Now the 

other one was completed and 
fully operational before the 
rebels destroyed it. 


TUES 18 JAN 12.35AM AND SUN 27 FEB 10PM 


BOUDU SAVED FROM 


DROWNING 

(BOUDU SAUVE DES EAUX) 

SUN 2 JAN 2PM 

1932 | Jean Renoir | 84 mins | PG 
MICHEL SIMON, CHARLES GRANDVAL, 
MARCELLE HAINIA 


When sympathetic bookseller CHARLES 


GRANDVAL saves filthy tramp MICHEL 
SIMON from trying to drown himself, he 
gets a lodger he hadn't bargained for. 
Both hilarious and outrageous, the 
film’s unbridled energy belies its age. 
Later re-made as Down And Out In 
Beverly Hills starring Nick Nolte. 


Randal The second 
time around it wasn't 
even done being built 
yet. It was still under 
construction. 


Dante So? 


Randal So, a 
construction job of 
that magnitude would 
require a hell of a lot 
more manpower than 
the Imperial army had 
to offer. I'll bet they brought 
independent contractors in on that 
kind of thing. Plumbers, aluminium 
siders, roofers... 


All those innocent contractors 
brought in to do the job were 
killed. Casualties of a war they had 
nothing to do with. All right, look, 
you're a roofer, some juicy 
government contract comes your 
way. You've got a wife and kids, the 
two storey in suburbia. This is a 
government contract which means 
all sorts of benefits. Along come 
these left-wing militants and blast — 
everything within a three-mile 
radius with their lasers. You didn't 
ask for that. You had no personal 
politics. You're just trying to scrape 
out a living. 


CLERKS |S PREMIERED ON FILMFOUR ON SAT 1 JAN 10PM AND SHOWN AGAIN ON FRI 14 JAN 10PM, 


BOUND fisrixc® Shoes 

SUN 16 JAN 10PM, TUES 8 FEB 10.30PM 
1996 | Andy/Larry Wachowski | 104 mins | 18 
JENNIFER TILLY, GINA GERSHON 

A taut mob drama given extra heat by 
its central lesbian relationship between 
JENNIFER TILLY and GINA GERSHON. Tilly 
can do the squeaky-voiced, 
impressively cleavaged bimbette to 
perfection and, sure enough, here she 
is as yet another gangster's moll. Only 
this time she plans to get even and 
con her mafioso boyfriend out of 
$2million with the help of her beautiful 
bit-on-the-side. The Wachowski 
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brothers went on to make mind- 
bending cybergeek fest, The Matrix. 


BOX OF MOONLIGHT 
ani EE 


MON 10 JAN SPM, TUES 25 JAN 8PM, 
THUR 10 FEB 8PM 

1996 | Tom DiCillo | 109 mins | 15 

JOHN TURTURRO, SAM ROCKWELL 

JOHN TuRTURRO plays the anal neurotic 
so well, so often, you do wonder if it’s 
typecasting or a tight niche he’s 
squeezed into. Here he’s a starched 
construction foreman who's taught to 
chill out by hitchhiking hippy Sam 
RockWELL. Director DiCillo’s follow-up 
to the brilliant indie film-industry piss- 
take, Living In Oblivion (page 35), and 
proof that its inspired comic touch 
and cruel observation were no fluke. 


A BRIGHTER SUMMER 
DAY (GULING JIE SHAONIAN SHA 
REN SHIJIAN) 

TUES 4 JAN 2AM 

1991 | Edward Yang | 180 mins | no cert 
ZHANG GUOZHU, ZHANG ZHEN, LISA YANG 


Nostalgic account of growing up in 
60s Taiwan. A young boy gets 
involved with a violent gang and 
experiences his first love while his 
country struggles for its own identity. 


CAGED HEA 
THUR 10 FEB 12.20AM 
1974 | Jonathan Demme | 80 mins | 18 
JUANITA BROWN, ROBERTA COLLINS 

A busty new convict is thrown among 
the cat-fighting inmates and lip-licking 
custodians of a saucy women’s prison. 
When she flees the doctor's electro- 
rape therapy the film lifts into an 
exciting escape caper. Demme's debut 
is a fresh exploitation classic and the 
score is courtesy of the Velvet 
Underground’s John Cale. 


CARRINGTON i"? 

MON 14 FEB 10.20PM 

1994 | Christopher Hampton | 117 mins | 18 
EMMA THOMPSON, JONATHAN PRYCE, 
SAMUEL WEST 


Archetypal English heritage fayre 
enriched by a host of luvvies 
sporting alarming amounts of facial 
hair. Set amid the romantic 
shenanigans of the Bloomsbury set, 
it follows the bizarre relationship 
between the artist Dora Carrington 
(Emma THompPson) and homosexual 
writer Lytton Strachey (JONATHAN 
Pryce). Stifled emotions are the 
genre’s meat and potatoes, and the 
cast tucks in with relish. 


KILLER 
BABES 


PART 1 THURS 10 FEB GPM 
PART 2 THURS 17 FEB GPM 
PART 3 THURS 24 FEB 6PM 


1992 | Martin Scorsese | 70/78/72 mins | no cert 


Director Martin Scorsese's epic insight 
into the influences that shaped his 
own filmmaking and American cinema 
history. He casts his legendary eye 
over ’30s westerns and post-war film 
noir before moving onto technological 
advances and the rebel directors that 
revolutionised ’60s cinema. 


CENTURY OF 

CINEMA: TYPICALLY 
BRITISH eo 

MON 31 JAN 6PM 

1994 | Stephen Frears/Mike Dibb | 73 mins | 
no cert 


Dangerous Liaisons director STEPHEN 


Frears assesses the rise, fall and 
recent renaissance of British cinema 
with critic Gavin LAMBERT. They chart the 
impact of directors like Hitchcock and 
Alexander Mackendrick and the later 
innovations of Alan Parker and Michael 
‘7 Up’ Apted. Excellent nostalgia fest 
with a diverse set of clips. 


CHILDREN OF THE 


DAMNED 

MON 10 JAN 2AM 

1964 | Anton M Leader | 86 mins | no cert 
IAN HENDRY, ALAN BADEL 


So young! So innocent! So deadly! 
Super-intelligent children with 
powers similar to their Village Of 
The Damned predecessors try to 
conquer the world. But will it 
escalate into an apocalyptic war 
between the generations? 


CHINA 9 

LIBERTY 37 war" 

SUN 20 FEB 12.45AM 

1978 | Monte Hellman | 98 mins | no cert 
FABIO TESTI, JENNY AGUTTER 
Spaghetti western from the cult 
director Monte Hellman. Fasio Testi 
stars as a gunslinger holding out 
against the advancing railroad in a 
great film — his incomprehensible 
phonetic English notwithstanding 
— punctuated by good ol’ western- 
style nudity. 


CITIZEN RUTH fesrac* Ea 


TUES 4 JAN 12.15PM, TUES 18 JAN 
SPM, THURS 24 FEB 8PM 

1996 | Alexander Payne | 102 mins | no cert 
LAURA DERN, BURT REYNOLDS 


The abortion debate may not be the 


safest, or most obvious, of choices of 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 
CITY HALL 


SAT 8 JAN 10PM 
1996 | Harold Becker | 107 mins | 15 


subject for an American film. But this 
tale - from the director of Election - of 
the pregnant substance-sniffer (LAURA 
Dern) who is ordered to have an 
abortion and pursued by factions from 
both sides of the moral table is a bold 
and brilliant piss-take. The ‘baby 
savers’ sing hymns and storm clinics 
while their leader Burt REYNOLDS 
preaches family values and beds his 
toyboy. The lesbian pro-choicers don’t 
get it any easier, either. 


CITY HALL 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


THE CITY OF LOST 


CHILDREN Ezz 

(LA CITE DES ENFANTS PERDUS) 
FRI 14 JAN SPM, WED 26 JAN 
12.20AM, TUES 8 FEB 1.45AM 
1995 | Jean-Pierre Jeunet/Marc Caro | 
108 mins | 15 


RON PERLMAN, DANIEL EMILFORK 


The follow-up to the sublime 
Delicatessen and inspired by fairytales 
and Dickens, this film is a visually 
spectacular story of a gruesome, evil 


AL PACINO, JOHN CUSACK, BRIDGET FONDA, DANNY AIELLO 


Engrossing political thriller starring AL Pacino and JoHN Cusack as New York’s 
assistant mayor whose endeavours unearth a plethora of dodgy deals, murder 
and mob involvement leading right to the top of City Hall’s bureaucratic pile. 
Cusack’s motor-mouthed intelligence has always been suited to the involving 
urgency of civic drama, and once again he proves to be movieland’s top 
political colt. Pacino is his paternalistic boss. 


scientist who cannot dream himself so 
instead he steals the dreams of 
children. The bizarre, mythical, real 
and freaky blend together perfectly 

as the good guys set about defeating 
the scientist in his incredible ocean 
world. An endearing and beautiful 
daydream of a film. 


CrEAD, SHAVEN 


FRI 14 JAN 11.50PM, MON 31 JAN 
3.45AM 

1993 | Lodge Kerrigan | 76 mins | no cert 
PETER GREENE, MOLLY CASTELLOE, 
MEGAN OWEN 


An impressionistic glimpse into the 
inner life of a schizophrenic. PETER 
GREENE is searching for his daughter, 
but his condition renders even the 
simplest tasks impossible. An 
innovative soundtrack — the 
background noises surge and recede 
according to Greene’s own 
involvement with reality — intensifies 
a film which suggests nothing is more 
nightmarish than living inside a 
damaged human mind. 
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FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 


SAT 5 FEB 11.45PM, MON 21 FEB 10.10PM 
1995 | Jim Jarmusch | 105 mins | 18 


JOHNNY DEPP, GARY FARMER, ROBERT MITCHUM, 
IGGY POP, LANCE HENRIKSEN 

Jim Jarmusch’s mystical take on the western 
sees unemployed accountant William Blake 
(JoHNNY Depp) head out West to a strange, 
violent world he has never encountered 
before. Taken in by an wizened Comanche 
(who believes Depp is the William Blake —- the 
English poet and artist), Depp embarks on an 
existential journey. Depicted with the 
director's usual deadpan humour and bizarre 
imagery, this film has a looser structure than 
Jarmusch’s other films. Watch out for cameo 
appearances by the gun-totin’ veteran 
Rosert MitcHum and rock’s wildest cowpoke, 
Iaay Pop. Neil Young provides the haunting 
soundtrack. An outstanding work that delves 
deep into the subconscious of America. 


Watch it again and again and marvel. 


CLERKS sins" 
SAT 1 JAN 107m, Fs oa 14 JAN 10PM, 
TUES 18 JAN 12.35AM, SUN 6 FEB 
3.45AM, SUN 27 FEB 10PM 

1994 | Kevin Smith | 91 mins | 18 


BRIAN O'HALLORAN, JEFF ANDERSON 


Wired, outrageously confident and 
filthy, Dogma director Kevin Smith's 
dazzling comic debut was shot for just 
$27,000. The action takes place 
almost entirely at the counter of a local 
grocer’s where BRIAN O’HALLORAN and 
best friend JEFF ANDERSON ruminate on 
life, love and blow-jobs. Their 
discourse on the service industries of 
the Death Star is a wonder, and a case 
of mistaken identity will leave you 
uncertain whether to laugh or cry. 


LE COLONEL CHABERT 
SUN 9 JAN GPM 
1994 | Yves Angelo | 106 mins | 12 


GERARD DEPARDIEU, FANNY ARDANT 


Assumed dead, GERARD DEPARDIEU 
returns to Paris from the Napoleonic 
Wars to learn his wife (FANNY ARDANT) 
has remarried and is using his fortune 
to aid her new husband's career. 


COLOR OF A BRISK 
ING 


AND LEAP 

DAY fesrwac® 

SUN 2 JAN 4AM, WED 2 FEB 3.55AM 
1996 | Christopher Miinch | 85 mins | no cert 


PETER ALEXANDER, MICHAEL STIPE 


Award-winning historical epic starring 
PETER ALEXANDER as an obsessed 
Chinese American on a quest to save 


the Yosemite Valley Railroad. Moodily 
shot in black and white, a taciturn 


MICHAEL STIPE makes his feature debut. 


THE COMPANY 
OF WOLVES fi 2ve 
TUES 18 JAN 10. 30-M 
1984 | Neil Jordan | 91 mins | 18 
SARAH PATTERSON, ANGELA LANSBURY 
Neil Jordan’s stylish film is a fantastical 
fairytale based on Little Red Riding 
Hood. SARAH PATTERSON is a girl on 
the brink of sexual awakening, 
disturbed by grandmother ANGELA 
LaNsBuRY’s tales of hairy men with 
eyebrows that meet in the middle. Cue 
Gothic nightmares-within-nightmares 
and an unmissable man-to-wolf 
transformation. 


LE CONFESSIONNAL 
TUES 18 JAN 3.45AM 

1995 | Robert LePage | 96 mins | 15 
LOTHAIRE BLUTEAU, PATRICK GOYETTE, 
KRISTIN SCOTT THOMAS 


Echoes of Hitchcock grace LePage’s 


tense Canadian mystery. A bereaved 
son helps his adopted brother search 
for his roots. Enquiries lead back to 

1952 when Hitchcock was in the city 
filming his classic mystery, | Confess. 


THE CRAFT sh 

SAT 5 FEB 10PM, FRI 11 FEB SPM 
1996 | Andrew Fleming | 97 mins | 15 
FAIRUZA BALK, NEVE CAMPBELL 

A typical teen-horror flick featuring an 
inspired and insane performance from 
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FairnuzA BALK who manages to steal 
the show from a pre-Scream Neve 
CAMPBELL. Three high-school outsiders 
seek a fourth to complete their coven. 
Fortunately for the so-called ‘bitches 
of Eastwick’, a moody RoBiIN TUNNEY 
arrives, complete with Carrie-like 
powers. And snakes, which always 
come in handy. 


CROOKLYN 
SAT 8 JAN SPM, MON 24 JAN 1.45AM, 
WED 16 FEB 12.45AM 

1994 | Spike Lee | 109 mins | 12 

ALFRE WOODARD, DELROY LINDO 

Based on the book by sister Joie 
Susannah Lee, Spike’s semi- 
autobiographical movie follows a 
hollerin’ family through a long hot 
summer in ’70s Brooklyn. Lee’s 
unique mix of tough and touching 
drama, streetwise humour and social 
comment lifts the film above its 
sometimes messy, anecdotal structure 
to deliver a heartfelt tribute to the 
rough and tumble love of his warring 
family and the ‘hood itself. 


THE CRYING 

GAME ittacercctve 

WED 19 JAN 10PM 

1992 | Neil Jordan | 105 mins | 18 
FOREST WHITAKER, STEPHEN’REA, 
MIRANDA RICHARDSON 


Pre-ceasefire IRA thriller about 
terrorist STEPHEN REA’s friendship with 
a kidnapped British soldier. His half- 
hearted enthusiasm for the cause 


contrasts with hard-nosed MIRANDA 
RICHARDSON’s devotion, but the film 
turns on Rea’s burgeoning relationship 
with the doomed soldier’s girlfriend. 
Seven years on, the ‘surprise’ twist is 
probably well-known. If you’re still 
unaware, however, it’ll take your 
breath away. The film’s strengths lie in 
the superlative central performances 


and Oscar-winner Jordan’s subtle eye. 


CRYSTAL 
VOYAGER ban] 


SAT 1 JAN 2PM 
1972 | David Elfick | 75 mins | U 


With spectacular photography and a 


soundtrack from Pink Floyd, this is a 
celebration of the unquenchable spirit 
of the surfer. Shot at Rincon Point in 
California with legendary wave riders 
Ritchie Witt and Nat Young. 


CYRANO DE 
BERGERAC wr 

SUN 2 JAN 7.40PM, MON 14 FEB 8PM 
1990 | Jean-Paul Rappeneau | 132 mins | U 
GERARD DEPARDIEU, ANNE BROCHET, 
VINCENT PEREZ 


Definitive version of Edmund 
Rostand’s story, for which GERARD 
DeparDIEU won Best Actor at Cannes. 
Wit-about-town Cyrano loves ANNE 
BROCcHET but is hampered by an 
unusually prominent nose. Also after 
Anne is ViNCENT PEREZ, who's easier on 
the eye but struggles with long words. 
Battling it out over some florid poetry, 
Depardieu dominates a film which is 
funny and sad, often at the same time. 
If you want an American take on this 
tale catch Roxanne (page 42). 


DARK STAR 

MON 21 FEB 4.20AM 
1974 | John Carpenter | 79 mins | PG 
BRIAN NARELLE, DRE PAHICH 


Halloween director John Carpenter’s 
sci-fi comedy is a laid-back '70s tale 
of a bored crew drifting along on the 
Dark Star space cruiser, with nothing 


more than a rubber chicken, pet alien 
and suicidal bomb for company. A 
parody of 2001: A Space Odyssey 
with a Blake’s Seven budget. 


DEAD MAN 
(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


DEAD OF NIGHT 

TUES 1 FEB 6PM, MON 14 FEB 
4.05AM 

1945 | Robert Hamer/Basil Dearden/Charles 
Crichton/Alberto Cavalcanti | 99 mins | PG 
MERVYN JOHNS, MICHAEL REDGRAVE 


Five horror stories wrapped in one 
eerie package made by four top 
directors of the era. While staying at a 
country house, a man realises his 
recurring nightmare is coming true in 
the form of his fellow guests’ ghoulish 
tales. Cavalcanti steals top prize with 
the closing sequence starring MICHAEL 
REDGRAVE as an insane ventriloquist 
throwing more than his voice. 


DEVIL IN A BLUE 


DRESS 

WED 2 FEB 8PM 

1995 | Carl Franklin | 97 mins | 15 
DENZEL WASHINGTON, DON CHEADLE, 
JENNIFER BEALS 


A modern noir that evokes the seedy, 


inherently racist underbelly of ‘40s Los 
Angeles, Devil In A Blue Dress 
features one of DENZEL WASHINGTON’S 
most assured performances and a 
selection of unmissable cameos. 
Washington plays a simple, down-on- 
his-luck WWII veteran who, for $100, 
agrees to locate femme fatale JENNIFER 
BEALs. The search leads him down a 
perilous path, but Washington, with 
the help of his psychopathically loyal 
friend Don CHEADLE, is more than 
equal to the task. 


DON’T TELL MOM THE 


BABYSITTER’S DEAD 
SAT 5 FEB 8PM, TUES 29 FEB 3.40AM 
1991 | Stephen Herek | 100 mins | 12 


CHRISTINA APPLEGATE, JOANNA CASSIDY 


Lively direction from Stephen Herek 
(Bill And Ted’s Excellent Adventure) 
and an unusually good script separate 
this comedy from the usual teen-flick 
farce. CHRISTINA APPLEGATE (Married 
With Children) has to grow up fast with 
Mom away in Australia and a houseful 
of siblings to look after (including a 
very funny pubescent pot-head brother 
and his cock-rock mates). Cue 
meteoric rise in a fashion house (check 
out greaseball employee Davio 
DucHovny) as she tries to earn the 
money to feed the brats back home. 


THE DRILLER 

KILLER 

FRI 18 FEB 12AM 

1979 | Abel Ferrara | 94 mins | 18 

ABEL FERRARA, CAROLYN MARZ, HARRY 
SCHULTZ 


ABeL FerRARA is the frustrated artist 
driven to undertake a spot of street- 
level DIY. The film’s grisly reputation, 
while not entirely unwarranted, ignores 
a macabre sense of humour and what 
appears to be Ferrara’s own 
conviction: that modern urban life is 
worthless and many living it are mad. 
Banned for years in Britain, it inspired 
the original video nasty campaign. 


DUEL AT : 
DIABLO war" (Soren Dy 
SUN 27 FEB 11.40PM 

1966 | Ralph Nelson | 98 mins | 15 

JAMES GARNER, SIDNEY POITIER, BIBI 
ANDERSSON 


An exploration of revenge and 
prejudice with JAMES GARNER as an 
Indian scout haunted by the murder of 
his wife and SipNey Portier as an ex- 
army officer. The frenzied, frantic 
battle scenes are superb in this well- 
paced, old-fashioned western. 


DUNE 

SAT 1 JAN 11.50PM, SUN 23 JAN 
8.20PM 

1984 | David Lynch | 131 mins | 15 

KYLE MacLACHLAN, SEAN YOUNG, STING 


Transplant the Mitchells and Fowlers 
to a sci-fi setting and skew with David 
Lynch’s hallucinogenic sequencing 
and a set to rival Bladerunner. The 
year is 10,991 and the houses of 
Harkonnen and Atreides are vying for 
control of planet Dune’s spice 
production. KYLE MACLACHLAN is young 
Paul Atreides, SEAN YounG his sexy 
sidekick and Stina a glistening six- 
pack of Harkonnen evil. The film for 
which Lynch rejected Return Of The 
Jedi and the first to use a condom to 
ensnare a 50-foot sand worm. 


EAT DRINK MAN 
WOMAN (insu NAN NU) 

SUN 20 FEB 6PM 

1994 | Ang Lee! 118 mins | PG 

SIHUNG LUNG, CHIEN-LIEN WU 

Director of The Ice Storm and Ride 
With The Devil, Ang Lee’s film is justly 
famous for its mouth-watering scenes 
of food preparation. Set in Taiwan, it 
tells the story of a widowed chef’s 
relationship with his three rebellious 
daughters. A vivacious comedy about 
families and how to survive them. 
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EDEN feswa’ Ea 

TUES 11 JAN 12.30AM, WED 19 JAN 
3.25AM 

1996 | Howard Goldberg | 118 mins | 15 
JOANNA GOING, DYLAN WALSH, SEAN 
PATRICK FLANERY 


The lonely MS-stricken wife of teacher 
DYLAN WALSH finds spiritual freedom in 
a relationship with pupil SEAN PaTRICK 
FLanery. What starts as a simple love 
triangle veers into weirdness with the 
onset of her out-of-body experiences. 


EDUCATING RITA 
SAT 22 JAN 8PM, THUR 3 FEB 8PM 
1983 | Lewis Gilbert | 106 mins | 15 

JULIE WALTERS, MICHAEL CAINE 
Adapted by Willy Russell from his own 
stage play, Juice WALTERs is the sparky 
young hairdresser who signs up for an 
Open University course where she 
encounters shambolic academic 
MicHaet Caine. Deliberately small in 
scale, the film allows Walters and 


SAT 12 FEB 6PM 


PRICE 


HIGHLIGHTS FOR JANUARY 


SUNDANCE SHORTS 
Throughout January you can see many of the best shorts from 
the Sundance Festival, with an exciting programme showing 
On SUN 16 JAN at 1.30AM and WED 19 JAN at 11.55PM 


Fishbelly White Tender and terrifying, this film, portraying a 
dramatic turning point in the life of a farm boy ridiculed 
because of his pet chicken, leaves a lasting impression — not 
least for the breathtaking conclusion. Winner of the Special 
Jury Award at Sundance 99. 

Down Rusty Down A surreal Australian film in which humans 
behave like dogs. Stars Noah Taylor (Shine). 

Mailman He loved the postal service, but they never really 
cared. Obsessional devotion leads a US mailman into a 
downward spiral of paranoia in this quirky comedy. 

Alkali, lowa Beautifully crafted and set in the heartland of 
American denial. This focuses on the way a family history can 
both haunt the future and set a young man free. Directed by 
Mark Christopher who went on to make 54. 


ALSO 

U'Interview WED 12 JAN 7.30PM A frustrated journalist 
attempts to interview his idol Ava Gardner. Palme D’Or winner at 
Cannes 98. 

Broken English SAT 15 JAN 3.15AM Derek Jarman’s rarely 
seen film from 1979 features Marianne Faithfull singing songs 
from her album Broken English. 

Amazing Grace MON 17 JAN 11.35PM Aiden Gillen (from C4’s 
Queer As Folk) stars as a disillusioned Irishman looking for a 
friendly compatriot in London. Plays with Stella Does Tricks. 
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Caine room to chew over some neat 
one liners and, incidentally, create a 
blueprint for much of the output of 

British film over the ensuing decade. 


EDWARD 
SCISSORHANDS 

1990 | Tim Burton | 100 mins | PG 

JOHNNY DEPP, WINONA RYDER, VINCENT 


After finding his fantastical feet in 
Batman and Beetlejuice, Burton gives 
his imagination free rein in another 
comic-book landscape. In the 
shadows of the ‘Master's’ gothic 
castle lies a pastel-hued suburbia 
whose world is rocked when the Avon 
lady unleashes the scissor boy. JOHNNY 
Depp is the unfinished experiment of 
VINCENT Price and Winona RYDER his 
love interest and fellow outsider. 
Burton and Depp team up again in 
recently released Sleepy Hollow. 


Your guide to short films 


EL unve 
TUES 22 FEB 12.05AM 

1952 | Luis Bufiuel | 100 mins | no cert 
ARTURO DE CORDOVA, DELIA GARCES 


A dissection of middle-class marital 
woes from Belle De Jour (page 15) 
director Luis Bufiuel. ARTURO DE 
Corpova is the authoritarian bachelor 
who meets then single-mindedly courts 
and marries Detia Garces. Only then 
does his sexual repression give way 
to obsessive jealousy and paranoia 
which Delia’s pals find hard to believe. 


LES ENFANTS DU 
PARADIS parts 1 AND 2 
(CHILDREN OF PARADISE) 

PART 1 MON 3 JAN 2PM, WED 2 FEB 
6PM PART 2 MON 3 JAN 3.45PM, 
THURS 3 FEB 6PM 

1944 | Marcel Carné | 96/84 mins | PG 
JEAN-LOUIS BARRAULT, ARLETTY 

One of the all-time classics of French 
cinema produced during the collapse 


Little Red Riding Hood SUN 16 JAN 1.90aM 
eee ne Chitstina Rcd stars in this 


The Blair Fish Project SAT JAN 22 7.50PM In July 1998, three 
supermodels went out fishing at Fish Lake. They took with 
them three bottles of tequila, margarita mix, ice, their fishing 
gear and a video camera. They were never seen again. One 
year later their videotape, along with their fashionable 
swimwear, was found. Plays with the supermodel 
documentary Beautopia. 

Ah Pook is Here SAT 29 JAN 12.10AM Don’t miss this 
animation featuring a creature every bit as disgusting as those 
in Cronenberg's Naked Lunch. Voiced by William S Burroughs 
using words from his works. Plays with Naked Lunch. 


of the German occupation. Mime 
artist JEAN-Louis BARRAULT falls for 
insouciant prostitute ARLETTY in the 
Boulevard du Crime, the home of 
19th-century popular Parisian theatre. 
Their love blossoms, but not without 
certain complications getting in the 
way. An astonishing film both for the 
teeming multitude it captures in its 
cross-section of Parisian life, and for 
its collection of peerless 
performances. And, at three hours, it’s 
not a minute too long. Honest. 


ESCAPE FROM THE 


PLANET OF THE APES 
FRI 25 FEB 1.35AM 

1971 | Don Taylor | 93 mins | PG 

RODDY McDOWALL, KIM HUNTER, 
BRADFORD DILLMAN 


The third in the Apes series sees 
Cornelius (Ropby McDowaALL) and Zira 
(Kim HunTER) transported back through 
time to ’70s LA. All goes swimmingly 
for the pair in this, the most superior 
of all the Apes sequels, until they 
accidentally let slip that humankind's 
days are numbered. 


HIGHLIGHTS 


KILLER BABES SHORTS 


is worth to let her. 


sexual hang-ups. 


FOR FEBRUARY 


Supporting the season of Killer Babes films, there is a 
programme of shorts on THUR 3 FEB at 12AM 


Anthrakitis Dolly hoards coal and is trying to hold on to 
memories of her husband and son. Her niece Winnie is cold 
and wants to borrow some coal, but it’s more than Dolly’s life 


Trunk A fast, loose talking saleswoman takes us through a 
tour of how car boots have played their part in movies from 
Reservoir Dogs (25 Jan 12.05am) to Man Bites Dog. 

Crazy? A stylish and surreal short in which a woman 
consults a rather unconventional psychiatrist about her 


Freestyle A sinister film from Australia in which a woman 


EVERSMILE, NEW 
JERSEY Ea 

THUR 13 JAN 6PM 

1989 | Carlos Sorin | 81 mins | PG 
DANIEL DAY-LEWIS, MIRJANA JOKOVIC, 
GABRIELA ACHER 


The idea of a travelling dentist who 
actively seeks out and destroys decay 
wherever he finds it will strike fear into 
the jaws of dentist-dodgers 
everywhere. But Danie. Day-Lewis has 
the oral welfare of South America on 
his mind when he packs his drill and 
syringe and sets off on a mission to 
rid the world of ignorance and 
cavities. An unusual premise makes 
for a one-of-a-kind, hidden gem of a 
movie, with a convincing portrayal of 
obsession from Day-Lewis. 


EXOTICA Ex 

TUES 11 JAN 10.30PM, THURS 27 
JAN 2.30AM, TUES 8 FEB 3.50AM, 
WED 23 FEB 1AM 

1994 | Atom Egoyan | 99 mins | 18 
BRUCE GREENWOOD, DON McKELLAR, 
MIA KIRSHNER 


Beneath a strip club’s slick and sexy, 


sometimes, sleazy, surface, there 
seethes a network of fraught 
relationships. This big dollop of 
psychosexual spaghetti entwines all 
those associated with it. The 
characters carry the piece: MIA 
KIRSHNER as a vulnerable dancer and 
Bruce GREENWOOD, the middle-aged 
taxman stand out. An intriguing film 
from the man who brought us The 
Sweet Hereafter. 


THE EXTERMINATING 
ANGEL ison 

(EL ANGEL EXTERMINADOR) 

TUES 22 FEB 10.30PM 

1962 | Luis Bufuel | 89 mins | 12 

SILVIA PINAL, ENRIQUE RAMBAL 

Like all great surrealists, Bufiuel was 
funny, playful, vicious and absurd. 
Here he places a group of wealthy 
guests around a banquet then refuses 
to let them leave. The magnificent 
house grows rank as the guests — now 
prisoners — regress further into panic 
and primitivism. As for Bufiuel, he 
helpfully stated that there was no 
explanation for this film whatsoever. 


witnesses a wife murder her husband in a swimming pool. For 
reasons of her own, she denies having seen anything. 

It’s Not Unusual Quirky and hilarious this short about a 
London cab driver who is obsessed with Tom Jones stars 
Meera Syal who wrote Bhaji On The Beach. Look out for 
cameos from Leslie Grantham and John McArdle. 

Bad Bosses Go To Hell An interview subject faces five 
prospective bosses and their questions. Darkly comic and 
wickedly accurate, the interviewee exacts her own revenge. 
Gas Huffin’ Bad Gals! A sinister, faster pussycat style noir-a- 
go-go sexploitation romp. 


ALSO 
His Favoured One MON 14 FEB 2.05AM Foot fetishism 
| features strongly in this sensual Turkish short in which 


Girls THUR 10 FEB 11.40PM 
From director Sara Sugarman comes the story of a Welsh 
cleaner who wins a trip to California. A highly original comedy 
featuring Rosanna Arquette. 


Suleiman the Magnificent receives a steamy ceremonial foot 
washing. Plays with Turkish Bath. 

The Cookie Thief SAT 19 FEB 9.40PM A tea-break escalates 
into a silent duel between a flirtatious businessman and a 
young woman. Plays with Martha — Meet Frank, Daniel and 
Laurence. Stars Jack Davenport. 

Dottie Gets Spanked THUR 24 FEB 11.50PM Reality and 
fantasy mingle in the imagination of a child who is haunted by 
the spectacle of spanking in this Todd Haynes short. Plays 
with his feature Safe. ROBERT HUTCHINSON 
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A FISTFUL OF 


DOLLARS Sor a | 


FRI 28 JAN 10PM, SUN 13 FEB 
2.45AM 
1964 | Sergio Leone | 99 mins | 15 


CLINT EASTWOOD, GIAN MARIA VOLONTE 


The first spaghetti western (filmed in 
Spain and made by Italians) sees 
Cunt Eastwooo as the grizzled loner, 
coolly profiting from a small-town 
feud. Whereas the traditional 
western had clear moral boundaries 
between good and bad (cowboys and 
Indians) Leoné chose a more 
ambiguous world. The morals are 
blurred, the violence stylised and the 
story a direct steal from Akira 
Kurosawa’s Yojimbo. Still, no one 
chews a cheroot like Clint. 


FIVE EASY in association with 
PIECES wictorson EMPIRE 
SUN 9 JAN 11.50PM, WED 12 JAN 8PM 
1970 | Bob Rafelson | 94 mins | 15 

JACK NICHOLSON, KAREN BLACK 


Wayward pianist JACK NICHOLSON gives 


up a wealthy upbringing and slums it 
in blue-collar culture, only to find it as 
unfulfilling and restrictive as the life he 
left behind. Tapping into a variety of 
post-war concerns, the film touched a 
raw nerve upon its release. Still funny, 
still relevant. 


THE FIVE HEARTBEATS 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


FOR A FEW DOLLARS 


MORE ‘cae Ema 

SAT 29 JAN 10PM, SUN 20 FEB 2.30AM 
1964 | Sergio Leone | 126 mins 1 15 

CLINT EASTWOOD, LEE VAN CLEEF, 

GIAN MARIA VOLONTE 


The second in Leone's ‘Dollars’ trilogy 


has Cunt Eastwoop and Lee VAN 
CLEEF as bounty hunters in search of 
Votonte. All Leone’s trademark 
flourishes are in place: speechless, 
sweat-drenched men scurrying 
through enormous landscapes which 
reverberate to Morricone’s twanging 
score. Psychopathic though the main 
characters are, the film’s also charged 
with a mordant sense of humour and 
it features KLaus KINSKi, unexpectedly 
cast as a hunchback. 


FORBIDDEN PLANET 


MON 14 FEB GPM 

1956 | Fred M Wilcox | 95 mins | U 
WALTER PIDGEON, ANNE FRANCIS, 
LESLIE NIELSEN 


It's Shakespeare’s The Tempest set in 


space but with a young LESLIE NIELSEN 


(yes, he wasn’t always old, grey and 
deadpan) as the commander sent to 
Planet Altair to rescue a missing 
expedition. He finds only the bizarre 
Dr Morbius, his nubile daughter and a 
robot called Robby cowering from the 
malevolent force skirting the fence of 


their compound. Groundbreaking early 


special effects decorate this, the 
smartest of the 50s B-movies. 


FOR EVER MOZART 


FRI 14 JAN 1.30AM 

1996 | Jean-Luc Godard | 81 mins | no cert 
MADELEINE ASSAS, FREDERIC PIERROT, 
VICKY MESSICA 


French legend Godard uses the story 


of directors struggling to shoot films 
in Bosnia as an opportunity to 
ruminate on politics and the relevance 
of cinema. 


FORTY GUNS tas =f 
THUR 3 FEB 1.35AM 


1957 | Samuel Fuller | 77 mins | no cert 
BARBARA STANWYCK, BARRY SULLIVAN, 
DEAN JAGGER 


Westerns don’t come more wild and 


out on their own than this. BARBARA 
STANWYCK Stars as the independent, 
headstrong rancher, determined to 
protect her family at any cost. Watch 
in silent awe as director Samuel Fuller 
manages to turn a commonplace 
genre on its head. 


THE FOURTH MAN 


Sases Geman EG (DE VIERDE MAN) 
WED 2 FEB 10PM, FRI 11 FEB 
11.45PM 

1983 | Paul Verhoeven | 104 mins | 18 
JEROEN KRABBE, RENEE SOUTENDIJK, 
THOM HOFFMAN 

Paul Verhoeven’s last Dutch film 
before he hit the Hollywood big-time 
with Robocop. It’s a similar mix to his 
later Basic Instinct — only better. 
SouTENDWK is the black widow with 
three dead exes to her name and two 
more men in her life: an alcoholic 
writer (JEROEN KRABBE) who can’t hide 
his homosexual lust for her other lover 
HoFFMaN. But is it only Krabbé’s 
fevered imagination that leads him to 
suspect Soutendijk of murder? 


FOUR WEDDINGS AND A 
TheGuardian 


FUNERAL femac* 

MON 3 JAN 10PM 

1994 | Mike Newell | 112 mins | 15 
HUGH GRANT, ANDIE MacDOWELL, 
KRISTIN SCOTT THOMAS 


sponsors FimFour productions 


Four Weddings’ huge success was 


richly deserved. It has an effortless 
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FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 


THE FIVE 
HEARTBEATS Ex 

SAT 15 JAN SPM, FRI 28 JAN SPM 
1991 | Robert Townsend | 116 mins | 15 
ROBERT TOWNSEND, MICHAEL WRIGHT 


Robert Townsend's film tracks the 
rise and fall of a fictional 
Temptations-style band. Their career 
begins with doo-wopping on street 
corners, moves onto to the inevitable 
record company exploitation, taking 
in ‘70s afro expansion and a drug- 
induced break-up before a climactic 
tear-jerking reformation. Features a 
scorching, elevating soul soundtrack. 


charm and a genuinely funny script by 
Richard Curtis penned with a crisp 
romantic spirit. It can also claim to 
have brought WH Auden to a mass 
audience, and introduced HUGH 
Grant to mainstream America, where 
he was to develop a somewhat 
overblown reputation. A consummate 
success for British cinema that was, 
of course, repeated this year with 
Notting Hill. 


FRESH fst 
SUN 23 JAN 10.40PM, FRI 28 JAN 
3.05AM 

1994 | Boaz Yakin | 109 mins | 18 

SEAN NELSON, SAMUEL L JACKSON, 
GIANCARLO ESPOSITO 


The astonishingly confident young 


actor SEAN NELSON is a smart Brooklyn 
kid working as a drug runner. 

Through Samue. L Jackson, his boozy 
chess-playing father, Nelson comes 
up with a way to extricate himself 
from the ghetto. A complex, clever 
film which manages to avoid the usual 
ghetto clichés. 


FROM DUSK TILL 
DAWN 


SAT 5 FEB 3.20AM 

1995 | Robert Rodriguez | 103 mins | 18 
HARVEY KEITEL, GEORGE CLOONEY, 
QUENTIN TARANTINO 


Half wisecrack-packed road movie 


and half gory-vampire flick. Director 
Rodriguez and writer/actor QUENTIN 
TARANTINO made a schizophrenic gore- 
fest of a film. GEORGE CLOONEY and 
Tarantino are the killer brothers who 
kidnap Harvey Keiret and family, 
commandeering their mobile home to 
escape to Mexico. A deranged and 
sick riff of a movie. 


FUN frac” ve 

THUR 13 JAN 12.25AM, MON 24 JAN 
3.40AM 

1993 | Rafal Zielinksi | 100 mins | 18 
ALICIA WITT, RENEE HUMPHREY 


Fun in this case is the killing of a 
defenceless old lady. Auicia Witt and 
Renee HumPuHRey are the two misfit 
girls who become friends and decide 
to share ‘something important’. The 
story is told in colour flashbacks, the 
aftermath of punishment in black and 
white. More brutal than the similarly- 
themed Heavenly Creatures and held 


together by powerful performances. 


FUNNY BONES 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


GIRL’S TOWN fesmt* 


MON 31 JAN 12.10AM 
1996 | Jim McKay | 89 mins | 15 


LILI TAYLOR, ANNA GRACE, ASIA MINOR 


To the unforgiving strains of pop’s 
matron saints, four high school, 
teenage girls are intent on taking 
violent revenge on their respective 
male oppressors. REM video director 
Jim McKay’s feisty number stars LIL! 
TaYLoR, one of America’s most 
exciting acting talents. 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 
FUNNY BONES Exg 


THUR 6 JAN SPM 
1995 | Peter Chelsom | 122 mins | 15 
OLIVER PLATT, LEE EVANS, JERRY LEWIS 


A loving tribute to the faded spirit of the British seaside resort and its slapstick 
tradition. Failed Las Vegas stand-up Oiver PLATT journeys to Blackpool in 
search of inspiration and new material. What he discovers is the comic genius 
of Lee Evans. Together they trip through a tangled plot involving magic eggs, a 
smuggling ring and a shared secret. Jerry Lewis excels, as ever, here playing 
Platt’s overbearing (and much funnier) father. A strange dark film with the 
magnificent, deeply unusual combo of Blackpool, Vegas and Jerry Lewis. 


GLORIA Sus 

TUES 1 FEB 12.20AM 

1980 | John Cassavetes | 116 mins | 15 
GENA ROWLANDS, JOHN ADAMES 


The penultimate action adventure by 


fiercely independent John Cassavetes 
resulted in a Best Actress nomination 
at the Oscars for his wife and star 
Gena Rowlands. Fresh out of jail Gloria 
(ROwLANDs) intends to pursue a quiet 
life until she is forced to play mom to a 
kid orphaned by the Mafia. The action 
is impressive and the kid (JOHN ADAMES) 
compulsively irritating, but it is through 
Rowlands’ performance that this 
simple story derives its vigour. 


GO FISH fmm 

SAT 8 JAN 2.10AM 

1994 | Rose Troche | 80 mins | 18 
VS BRODIE, GUINEVERE TURNER 


Celibate GUINEVERE TURNER is fixed up 
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with VS Bropie by her roommate. At 
first they don’t get on but after a date 
the women share an awkward kiss. A 
lively and romantic comedy that just 
happens to be about a group of 
lesbian friends. 


GOLDEN BALLS 

(HUEVOS DE ORO) 

FRI 21 JAN 3.20AM, SAT 12 FEB 4AM 
1993 | Bigas Luna | 88 mins | 18 

JAVIER BARDEM, MARIA DE MEDEIROS, 
MARIBEL VERDU 


Ball-clutching, karaoke-loving 
wideboy JavicR BARDEM has ambitions: 
to build the tallest skyscraper in 
Benidorm and have it away with a 
whole bunch of women. A cautionary 
tale about the dangers of rampant 
machismo, decorated — as the title 
indicates — with lots of unsubtle 
sexual imagery. 


BC; JANUARY LISTINGS 


THURSDAY 6 
6pm _ Arthur’s Hallowed Ground 
7.30 Hollywood Conversations 
8.00 Funny Bones 

SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
10.10 Spanking The Monkey 


SATURDAY 1 


Crystal Voyager 
The Magnificent Seven 8 
Robin And Marian 
Hope And Glory 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 


Clerks 5 12.20 Mina Tannenbaum 
Dune B SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
Scanners 2.30 My Knees Were Jumping 


Onibaba 


Boudu Saved From 
Drowning 

Raise The Red Lantern 
Matinee 

Cyrano De Bergerac 
The Sweet Hereafter 
The Indian Runner 5 
The Kids Are Alright 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
Color Of A Brisk 
And Leaping Day 


Cinema 
Ishtar 8 

10.00 Lone Star 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 


The War Room 
Les Quatre Cents Coups 


SATURDAY 8 


6pm _ Late For Dinner 
8.00 Crooklyn 


Les Enfants Du Paradis 


(part 1) 10.00 City Hall 5 

3.45 Les Enfants Du Paradis 12.00 Sundance Documentary 
(part 2) SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 12.30 Slacker 

6.00 Orlando 2.10 Go Fish 


Pleasure At Her Majesty’s 

SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

Sundance 

10.00 Four Weddings And A 
Funeral 5 

12.00 Babymother 

The Red Squirrel 

Vengeance Is Mine 


3.55 The Living End 


6pm_ Colonel Chabert 
JACK NICHOLSON 

8.00 The King Of Marvin 
Gardens 


The White Balloon 

SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

Before Sunrise 5 

10.00 Hollywood Conversations 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

10.30 sex, lies and videotape 

Citizen Ruth 

A Brighter Summer Day 


SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 


MONDAY 10 


6pm_ The Last Laugh 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 


2.00 Children Of The Damned 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
3.30 Johns 


Sabotage 5 
The Verdict 

SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

10.10 Suture 

11.50 Inside/Out 

1.50 The Vanishing 

3.35 -100 Years... 100 Stars (part 1) 


6pm _ Through The Olive Trees 
8.00 The Sweet Hereafter 


26 FILMFOUR JANUARY-FEBRUARY 
| 


Kindertransports 
100 Years... 100 Stars (part 2) 


12.20 In The Company Of Men 5 


S =SUBTITLES AVAILABLE FOR THE HARD OF HEARING 


10.00 Hollywood Conversations 
10.30 Exotica 

SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
12.30 Eden 
Soigne Ta Droite 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 


Unzipped 


SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

And 
The End Of Hollywood 5 
PHIL DANIELS’ DOUBLETAKE 
Five Easy Pieces 9 
10.00 The Wicker Man 
11.35 Meantime 
JLG/JLG Self-Portrait In 
December 
Rush 


Eversmile New Jersey 
Hollywood Conversations 
Visions Of Light: The Art 
Of Cinematography 5 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
Sundance Documentary 
Raging Bull 

SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

Fun 5 

Helas Pour Moi 

Ruby & 


FRIDAY 14 


6pm _ Short Attention Span 
Cinema 

8.00 City Of Lost Children 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

10.00 Clerks O 

11.50 Clean, Shaven & 

1.30 For Ever Mozart 

2.55 The Song Remains 


SATURDAY 15 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 


8.00 The Five Heartbeats 
10.05 That Thing You Do! & 
11.55 Backbeat 5 

1.35 One Plus One 

3.30 Head 


6pm _ Panic In The Streets 9 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
8.00 Safe 


SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
Bound 9 

The Living End 
Sundance Shorts 
Apocalypse Now & 


Last Year In Marienbad 
Monty Python’s 

Life Of Brian 

NEIL JORDAN RETROSPECTIVE 
Angel & 

SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

Stella Does Tricks 

Mina Tannenbaum 

The Last Detail 


TUESDAY 18 


6pm _ 100 Years... 100 Stars (part 1) 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

8.00 Citizen Ruth 

10.00 Hollywood Conversations 
NEIL JORDAN RETROSPECTIVE 

10.30 The Company Of Wolves 9 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

12.05 Sundance Documentary 

12.35 Clerks & 

2.10 American Job 

3.45 Le Confessionnal 


WEDNESDAY 19 


6pm_ P’Tang Yang Kipperbang 9 
8.00 Ishtar 

NEIL JORDAN RETROSPECTIVE 
10.00 The Crying Game & 
11.55 Sundance Shorts 
1.30 The Red Squirrel 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 


THURSDAY 20 


Blackmail 9 
Hollywood Conversations 
Sommersby 

NEIL JORDAN RETROSPECTIVE 
The Miracle © 

SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

Blood Simple 

Henry Portrait Of A 

Serial Killer 
Vengeance Is Mine 


Short Attention Span 
Cinema 

That Thing You Do! & 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
10.00 High Art 


SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
11.45 Poison 
1.20 Safe 
3.20 Golden Balls. 


SATURDAY 22 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 


Beautopia 
Educating Rita 8 

Portrait Of A Lady 8 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
Welcome To The Dollhouse 
Manny & Lo 
Over The Edge 


The Natural 9 
Dune & 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

Fresh 

El Mariachi 

Where The Day Takes You 
The Indian Runner 


MONDAY 24 


6pm_ The Lost World 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
8.00 Ruby In Paradise 
10.00 Under The Skin 
11.45 Boston Kickout 
1.45 Crooklyn 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
3.40 Fun 


TUESDAY 25 


100 Years... 100 Stars (part 2) 

SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

8.00 Box Of Moonlight 

10.00 Hollywood Conversations 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

10.30 Living In Oblivion 

12.05 Reservoir Dogs 

1.45 Out Of The Blue 

3.20 Ruby & 


WEDNESDAY 26 


6pm_ Panic In The Streets 
8.00 Lone Star 
WAY OUT WEST 
10.20 Hang ’Em High ©) 
12.20 City Of Lost Children 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
2.15 Suture 
3.50 That Thing You Do! & 


THURSDAY 27 
6pm_ The Wild One 


JANUARY LISTINGS | 


7.30 Hollywood Conversations 

8.00 The King Of Marvin Gardens 
SERGIO LEONE 

10.00 Once Upon A Time 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

11.00 The Waterdance 

12.50 Metropolitan 

2.30 Exotica 

4.15 The Threepenny Opera 

(French version) 


FRIDAY 28 


6pm_ Short Attention Span 
Cinema 

8.00 The Five Heartbeats 
SERGIO LEONE 

10.00 A Fistful Of Dollars 
EXTREME CINEMA 

11.45 WR - Mysteries Of The 
Organism 

1.15 La Madre Muerta 

SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 


SATURDAY 29 


6pm_ That Thing You Do! & 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
House Party 9 
SERGIO LEONE 

For A Few Dollars More 
Naked Lunch 
Horseman On The Roof 
SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

The Hours And Times & 


The Story Of Qiu Ju 
Welcome Home, Roxy 
Carmichael 

SERGIO LEONE 

The Good, The Bad And 
The Ugly 

SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 
Slacker 

American Job 

Wild Style 


Century Of Cinema: 
Typically British 8 
The Portrait Of A Lady & 
The Miracle & 

SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

Girl’s Town 

Trust 

SUNDANCE FESTIVAL 

3.45 Clean, Shaven 9 


8.00 
10.30 


12.10 
2.00 
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aoa FEBRUARY LISTINGS. . ¢-svsrines avanacce ror THE HARD oF HEARING 


6pm Dead Of Night 
8.00 Haunted 9 


KILLER BABES 


WEDNESDAY 2 


(part 1) 


KILLER BABES 
10.00 The Fourth Man 
12.00 Black Widow & 
1.40 Lone Star & 


Leaping Day 


sos 


4.15 A Scene At The Sea 


6pm_ Les Enfants Du Paradis 


10.00 Hollywood Conversations 


10.30 The Last Seduction 9 


8.00 Devil In A Blue Dress 9 


3.55 Color Of A Brisk And 


FORBIDDEN 
PLANET 


| FEATURING 


ROBBIE THE 


3 ROBOT, WHO 
' WAS LATER TO 


CROP UP IN 
LOST IN SPACE 


Les Enfants Du Paradis 
(part 2) 

Hollywood Conversations 
Educating Rita 8 

KILLER BABES 

The Quick And The Dead 5 
Killer Babes Shorts 

Forty Guns 
Persons Unknown 


FRIDAY 4 


6pm_ Short Attention Span 
Cinema 

8.00 Benny And Joon & 
KILLER BABES 

10.00 Kiss Or Kill 5 
EXTREME CINEMA 

11.45 Maitresse 

1.50 Myra Breckenridge & 

3.25 Reform School Girl 


SATURDAY 5 


6pm Matinee 

8.00 Don’t Tell Mom The 
Babysitter’s Dead 8 
KILLER BABES 

10.00 The Craft 5 
WAY OUT WEST 

11.45 Dead Man 

1.45 The Night Of The Hunter 

3.20 From Dusk Till Dawn 


6pm Jabberwocky & 
8.00 Plein Soleil 
KILLER BABES 
Barb Wire 5 
WAY OUT WEST 

El Topo 

Hang ’Em High 8 
Clerks 8 


10.00 


11.45 
1.50 
3.45 


The Threepenny Opera 
(German version) 
Bleak Moments & 
KILLER BABES 


1.35 . La Madre Muerta 
3.25 Naked Lunch & 


TUESDAY 8 


6pm _ Hamiet (part 1) 
8.40 Unzipped 
10.00 Hollywood Conversations 
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KILLER BABES 

10.30 Bound & 

12.20 The Heroic Trio 

1.45 The City Of Lost Children 
3.50 Exotica 


WEDNESDAY 9 


6pm Hamlet (part 2) 

8.00 Shanghai Triad 
KILLER BABES 

10.00 Thelma & Louise & 

12.15 Handgun & 

2.05 The Ballad Of Little Jo 

4.05 A Summer's Tale 


THURSDAY 10 


Century Of Cinema: 
Martin Scorsese (part 1) 8 
Hollywood Conversations 
Box Of Moonlight & 
KILLER BABES 

Kill Me Again 

Caged Heat 

Stella Does Tricks 

The New Age 


Short Attention Span 
Cinema 

KILLER BABES 

The Craft 5 
Heathers 9 

EXTREME CINEMA 

The Fourth Man 
Planet Of The Apes © 
Midnight Express 9 


6pm_ Edward Scissorhands & 
8.00 Ziggy Stardust And The 
Spiders From Mars 
10.00 Velvet Goldmine & 
Tommy & 

Phantom Of The Paradise 5 
Golden Balls 


The Portrait Of A Lady 
LOVED UP! 

Roxanne 

High Art 

WAY OUT WEST 

Straight To Hell 

Once Upon A Time: 
Sergio Leone 

A Fistful Of Dollars 5 
The Hours And Times & 


MONDAY 14 


Forbidden Planet 9 
LOVED UP! 

Cyrano De Bergerac 
10.20 Carrington & 

12.25 Turkish Bath -The Hamam 
Haunted 8 
Dead Of Night 


SATURDAY 19 


Last Year At Marienbad 
LOVED UP! 
Martha - Meet Frank, 
Daniel And Laurence © 
10.00 Empire Film Awards 
KILLER BABES 
11.00 Barb Wire & 
WAY OUT WEST 
12.40 The Long Riders 5 
2.20 Kiss Or Kill 8 


8.00 


6pm Two Weeks In Another 
Town KILLER BABES 
LOVED UP! Kill Me Again 9 
8.00 A Summer’s Tale 
10.00 Hollywood Conversations 
LOVED uP! Eat Drink Man Woman 


10.30 Last Tango In Paris 9 
12.35 Under The Skin 

The New Age 
Pedicab Driver 


Passion Fish 9 
10.30 Lone Star 8 

WAY OUT WEST 
12.45 China 9 Liberty 37 8 
For A Few Dollars More £5 
Once Upon A Time: 
Sergio Leone 


WEDNESDAY 16 


6pm_ Nelly & Monsieur Arnaud 
LOVED UP! 

8.00 Benny And Joon 

10.00 New York, New York & 

12.45 Crooklyn 

2.40 House Party 

4.30 The White Balloon 


My Dinner With André 
The Indian Runner & 
WAY OUT WEST 

10.10 Dead Man & 

12.15 Apocalypse Now & 
Phantom Of The Paradise 5) 
Dark Star 


THURSDAY 17 


6pm_ Century Of Cinema: 
Martin Scorsese (part 2) 8 

7.30 Hollywood Conversations 
LOVED UP! 

8.00 Much Ado About Nothing 5 

10.00 My Own Private idaho [) 

12.05 Velvet Goldmine 9 

2.05 House Party 24 

3.40 The Red Squirrel 


TUESDAY 22 


6pm_ Bigger Than Life & 

8.00 The Sweet Hereafter 

10.00 Hollywood Conversations 
BUNUEL SEASON 

10.30 The Exterminating Angel 

12.05 El 

2.00 Ishtar & 

3.45 Bleak Moments & 


FRIDAY 18 


6pm_ Short Attention Span 
Cinema 
LOVED UPI 
8.00 Beautiful Girls 
10.00 Leaving Las Vegas [ 
EXTREME CINEMA 
12.00 The Driller Killer 
1.45 Beneath The Planet 


WEDNESDAY 23 


6pm_ That Thing You Do! 9 
DOUBLETAKE: EWEN BREMNER 

8.00 Ewen Bremner’s choice 

10.00 Ewen Bremner’s choice 

12.05 Empire Film Awards 

1.00 Exotica 


Of The Apes 9 2.55 Raise The Red Lantern 
3.20 Once Upon A Time In 
China 2 THURSDAY 24 


6pm_ Century Of Cinema: 

Martin Scorsese (part 3) 
7.30 Hollywood Conversations 
8.00 Citizen Ruth 


FEBRUARY LISTINGS a 


10.00 The New Age 
12.30 Safe 8 

Persons Unknown 
The Story Of Qiu Ju 


Short Attention Span 

Cinema 

House Party 9 

10.00 Martha - Meet Frank, 
Daniel And Laurence © 
EXTREME CINEMA 

11.30 El Topo 

Escape From The Planet 

Of The Apes 

Shanghai Triad 


Planet Of The Apes 9 
AUSTER TRIPLE BILL 
Smoke 5 
10.00 Beautiful Girls 
WAY OUT WEST 
11.55 Atolladero 
Wolfen & 
Suture 


A Summer’s Tale 
AUSTER TRIPLE BILL 
Blue In The Face & 
10.00 Clerks 9 

WAY OUT WEST 
11.40 Duel At Diablo & 
The Good, The Bad And 
The Ugly 5 
El Mariachi 


MONDAY 28 


6pm_ The Lodger 
AUSTER TRIPLE BILL 
8.00 The Music Of Chance 
10.00 Velvet Goldmine 9 
12.05 Ziggy Stardust And 
The Spiders From Mars 
1.40 Tommy & 
3.30 Mina Tannenbaum 


TUESDAY 29 


Plein Soleil 

The Portrait Of A Lady 
Hollywood Conversations 
BUNUEI, SEASON 

11.00 Belle De Jour 

12.45 Los Olvidados 

Kids 8 

Don’t Tell Mom The 
Babysitter’s Dead 8 
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THE GOOD, THE BAD 
AND THE UGLY 23° 

SUN 30 JAN 10PM, SUN 27 FEB 1.25AM 
1966 | Sergio Leone | 155 mins | 18 

CLINT EASTWOOOD, LEE VAN CLEEF, 

ELI WALLACH 


The last in the trilogy, it is epic, brutal 


and it displays a largely overlooked 
gallows humour. The plot centres on 
the protagonists of the title and their 
search for a buried payroll. In truth, 
however, the plot is incidental to the 
film's appeal. The bleak landscapes, 
Morricone's dramatic score and the 
physical interplay between the leading 
men all contribute to its iconic status. 


HAMLET 

PART 1 TUES 8 FEB 6PM 

PART 2 WED 9 FEB 6PM 

1996 | Kenneth Branagh | 152 / 81 mins | PG 
KENNETH BRANAGH, DEREK JACOBI, 
RICHARD BRIERS, KATE WINSLET 


An ample feast divided into two 
generous helpings. Kenneth Branagh’s 
ambitious film is a star-studded 
extravaganza. He boldly takes on the 
full text of the Bard’s Danish drama 
with a gusto that grants easy access 
to this ‘difficult’ masterpiece. Mighty 
performances from RICHARD BRIERS 
and DEREK JACOBI. 


KRLLER PITT 
Babes Muuulud 


(DEEP IN THE HEART) 

WED 9 FEB 12.15AM 

1982 | Tony Garnett | 95 mins | 18 
KAREN YOUNG, CLAYTON DAY, SUZIE 
HUMPHREYS 


Tony Garnett, Brit and one-time Ken 
Loach collaborator who produced 
This Life and Cops for TV, cast KAREN 
Youna as the heroine from Boston 
who has been raped by Texan 
charmer Crayton Day and is out to get 
revenge. She turns herself into a 
cowboy-hat-wearing version of Tank 
Girl and decides to exact her revenge 
Charles Bronson style. A twisted mix 
of Action movie and documentary. 


HANG ’EM 
HIGH var" E 


WED 26 JAN 10.20PM, SUN 6 FEB 
1.50AM 
1967 | Ted Post | 110 mins 1 18 


CLINT EASTWOOD, INGER STEVENS 


“They hung the wrong man,” ran 
the original tag line, “and they didn’t 
finish the job.” His taciturn persona 
already well-established courtesy of 
the ‘Dollars’ trilogy, Eastwoop here 
seeks revenge on the lynch mob 
who left him to swing. Concerned 


with justice in a hypocritical world, 
it's moody and malevolent, the final 
scenes providing a certain grim 
satisfaction. Also putting in an 
appearance is a young and frightened 
looking DENNIS HOPPER. 


HAUNTED 
TUES 1 FEB SPM, MON 14 FEB 2.15AM 
1995 | Lewis Gilbert | 103 mins | 15 

AIDAN QUINN, KATE BECKINSALE, 
ANTHONY ANDREWS 


Psychological horror from grand 
British talent Lewis Gilbert, director of 
Alfie and Educating Rita (page 20). 
Adapted from a James Herbert novel, 
AIDAN QUINN stars as a sceptical 
parapsychologist out to disprove 
claims of the paranormal. But while 
investigating a haunted house, his 
professional sang-froid is disturbed by 
Kate BECKINSALE’S lascivious charms, 
and her incestuous relationship with 
her brother, ANTHONY ANDREWS. 


HEAD 

SAT 15 JAN 3.30AM 

1968 | Bob Rafelson | 82 mins | PG 
MICKY DOLENZ, DAVID JONES, MIKE 
NESMITH, PETER TORK 


The Monkees’ feature film will surprise 


those who remember their madcap, 
teen-formula TV series. Director Bob 
Rafelson captured them as their 
popularity was fading, but gave them 
the freedom to express themselves as 
sentient beings rather than as a pop 
producer’s dream. 


HEATHERS Sar 

FRI 11 FEB 10PM 

1989 | Michael Lehmann | 98 mins | 18 
WINONA RYDER, CHRISTIAN SLATER 


An effective antidote to all those sugar- 


sweet high-school movies. Having sold 
out her friends in the hope of 
becoming popular, WINONA RYDER is 
sickened by the superficiality around 
her. Hooking up with new kid CHRISTIAN 
S.aTER to wreak revenge on the leaders 
of the popular set — three Heathers — 
Ryder is shocked when their plan has 
unexpected, unpleasant results. A 
black comedy for all the black sheep 
out there. You couldn't get a wafer 
between Slater's performance and 
those of the young Jack Nicholson. 


HELAS POUR MOI 


THUR 13 JAN 2.15AM 

1993 IJean-Luc Godard | 80 mins | no cert 
GERARD DEPARDIEU, LAURENCE 
MASLIAH, BERNARD VERLEY 


No less than a quest for spiritual 
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meaning from Jean-Luc Godard. 
Deparoieu is the husband whose 

body is borrowed by a god (probably 
Zeus) to experience physical love. A 
demanding experience with a lateral 
sense of humour. God, for example, is 
portrayed as a tramp sitting reading 
The Observer. 


HENRY: PORTRAIT OF 
A SERIAL KILLER 


THUR 20 JAN 1.35AM 

1990 | John McNaughton | 77 mins | 18 
MICHAEL ROOKER, TRACY ARNOLD, TOM 
TOWLES 

Controversial chiller thriller detailing 
the daily life routines of a mass- 
murderer based on the story of 
real-life serial killer Henry Lee Lucas. 
McNaughton’s assured direction 
makes this an all-too-believable 
exploration, rather than glamorisation, 
of senseless violence. 


THE HEROIC TRIO sas 
(DONFANG SAN XIA) 

TUES 8 FEB 12.20AM 

1992 | Johnny To (Du Qifeng) | 84 mins | 18 
MAGGIE CHEUNG, MICHELLE YEOH, 
ANITA MUI 


Yes! Three superbabes with special 
powers team up to tackle a baby- 
munching Uberbastard. It’s only with 
the recent cinema release of 

The Matrix that Hollywood has 
finally caught up with the amazing 
wire stunts that have graced 

Hong Kong’s cinematic output for 
years. Fit to bust with slamming 
action and cannibalistic gore, it’s 
the ideal introduction to a richly 
rewarding genre. 


Anderson v Sarandon 


Susan Sarandon iene & Louise) and Pamela 


And with a motley coll ction of dieieshectil 
slovenly male adversaries, who could blame them? 


PAMELA ANDERSON APPEARS IN BARB WIRE ON 6 FEB 10PM AND 19 FEB 11PM AND SUSAN SARANDON’S THELMA & LOUISE IS SHOWING ON 9 FEB 10PM. 
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HIGH ART 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 

HITCHCOCK, SELZNICK 
AND THE END OF 

HO OOD [emer 
WED 12 JAN 6PM 

1998 | Michael Epstein | 85 mins | no cert 
Documentary focusing on the unique 
relationship between Alfred 

Hitchcock and the producer David O 
Selznick. Fresh from his monumental 
success with Gone With The Wind, 
Selznick spotted the dark brilliance of 
Hitch's early British films and signed 
him to his independent company in 
the late ’30s where they formed a 
formidable partnership. 


HOLLYWOOD 
CONVERSATIONS 
SHOWING TUESDAYS 10PM, 

REPEATED THURSDAYS 7.30PM 

1999 | Mike Figgis | 9 x 25 mins | no cert 
Ever wondered what the stars think of 
the system that made them famous? 
British director Mike Figgis (see page 
10) gets the lowdown from actors, 
directors and producers who have 
survived Hollywood and those who 
have fallen foul of the industry’s 


BINOCHE who is searching for her 
missing husband. 


THE HOURS AND 
TIMES fesmace 


FESTIVAL 
SAT 29 JAN 4.35AM, SUN 13 FEB 
4.30AM 

1991 | Christopher Minch | 55 mins | 18 


DAVID ANGUS, IAN HART, STEPHANIE PACK 


Miunch’s intriguing drama imagines 
what happened between John Lennon 
and Brian Epstein, the Beatles 
manager and Lennon's secret admirer, 
on a visit to Barcelona in 1963. IAN 
Hart played Lennon again in 
Backbeat (page 13). 


THE HOUSE OF YES 
etn 


SUNDANCE 

FESTIVAL 

MON 10 JAN 10PM 

1997 | Mark Waters | 85 mins | no cert 
PARKER POSEY, JOSH HAMILTON, TORI 
SPELLING 


Dark, kinky comedy centred around 


the repressed incestuous relationship 
between JOSH HAMILTON and his Jackie 
O-obsessed sister PARKER POSEY. 
Returning home with new fiancée Tori 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 


SPELLING, Hamilton’s greatest desire is 
that his family appear normal. No 
chance there. It turns out that Posey 
regularly re-enacts the Kennedy 
assassination, just one of the insane 
acts committed by this blood-thirsty 
family. A fierce piece of farce and 
sharp as a kitchen knife. 


HOUSE PARTY 

FESTIVAL 

SAT 29 JAN SPM, WED 16 FEB 2.40AM, 
FRI 25 FEB SPM 

1990 | Reginald Hudlin | 97 mins | 15 
KID'N’PLAY (CHRISTOPHER REID, 
CHRISTOPHER MARTIN), ROBIN HARRIS 
Hugely successful comedy starring 
rap duo Kip 'N’ Ptay as the party- 
giving teens. Kid makes the film as 
the black Ferris Bueller who's been 
grounded by his dad, harassed by the 
police and pursued by three school 
bad guys (Full Force in an excellent 
cameo). Hudlin tries to tack on a 
coming-of-age moral message. Ignore 
it. This is a feel-good no-brainer with 
a party-loving cast and flat-top 
hairdos you could play pool on. 


HIGH ART t2! Stones" Ea 

FRI 21 JAN 10PM, SUN 13 FEB 10.20PM 

1998 | Lisa Cholodenko | 98 mins | 18 

RADHA MITCHELL, ALLY SHEEDY, PATRICIA CLARKSON 


conveyor belt of babes and next-big- 
things. Jopic Foster, ex-bratpacker 
Atty SHEEDY and Boogie Nights 
director PAUL THOMAS ANDERSON speak 


their minds. 
HOPE AND 7 
GLORY a 


SAT 1 JAN 8PM 

1987 | John Boorman | 108 mins | 15 
SEBASTIAN RICE-EDWARDS, SARAH MILES 
John Boorman’s autobiographical film 
evokes the solidarity and humour that 
kept the home fires burning during the 
Blitz. Nine-year-old SEBASTIAN RICE- 
Epwarps’ makes the most of the 
devastation, finding adventure in the 
city’s bomb sites before being 
evacuated to his grandfather's. 
Sentimentally magical. 


THE HORSEMAN ON 
THE ROOF 

(LE HUSSARD SUR LE TOIT) , 
SAT 29 JAN 2.20AM 3 

1995 | Jean-Paul Rappeneau | 130 mins | 15 When ambitious magazine gofer RADHA MITCHELL bumps into junkie 

OLIVIER MARTINEZ, JULIETTE BINOCHE ‘J photographer ALty SHEEDY, she spots a gilt-edged career development 

A glorious love story from the director opportunity. But while shepherding the artist through her first commission in 
of Cyrano De Bergerac. OLIVIER ten years, Mitchell develops a strong desire for her new friend. What follows 
MaarTINez is an Italian on the run from is a sophisticated, engagingly layered film on the nature of love, loyalty and 
the Austrian secret police. He escapes ambition. Sheedy is a revelation as the sapphic snapper, fighting the numbing 


to a cholera-infested France where he safety of her addiction. 
encounters the mysterious JULIETTE 
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HOUSE PARTY 2 
THUR 17 FEB 2.05AM 

1991 | George Jackson III/Doug McHenry | 
90 mins | 15 

KID’N’PLAY (CHRISTOPHER REID, 
CHRISTOPHER MARTIN), QUEEN LATIFAH 


Unsurprisingly similar to the first House 
Party except Kid is at college and 
hosting a party to fund his education. 
Stealing the show as a warrior of 
political correctness is QUEEN LATIFAH. 


THE INDIAN 

RUNNER 

SUN 2 JAN 12.15AM, SUN 23 JAN 
3.35AM, MON 21 FEB 8PM 

1991 | Sean Penn | 121 mins | 15 

VIGGO MORTENSEN, DAVID MORSE, 
CHARLES BRONSON 

A stark, impressive directorial debut 
from Sean Penn, sees a young man 
(Vico MorTENSEN) return from Vietnam 
to rebuild his life with the help of 
brother Davip Morse. But the scars run 
deep. The film traces his descent into 
booze-fuelled alienation and its effect 
on his family, including the mournful 
frustration of father CHARLES BRONSON. 


INSIDE /OUT ferric 
WED 5 JAN 11.50PM, MON 10 JAN 
11.35PM 

1997 | Rob Tregenza | 115 mins | no cert 
BERANGERE ALLAUX, MIKKEL GAUP 


Tregenza wrote, directed, shot and 
edited this film about life in a ‘50s 


asylum. Shot for the widest possible 
screen, it emulates the alienation and 
loneliness of being insane: the odd 
injection of black humour jerks it from 
its slow, rocking movement. 


IN THE COMPANY 
OF MEN 
(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


ISHTAR Ex 

FRI 7 JAN 8PM, WED 19 JAN 8PM, 
TUES 22 FEB 2AM 

1987 | Elaine May | 103 mins | PG 

WARREN BEATTY, DUSTIN HOFFMAN 

A blip of mammoth proportions on the 
career trajectories of its stars. BEATTY 
and HoFFMAN are singers performing 
what are widely accepted as the worst 
songs in cinema history. Inexplicably 
they are transported to the Sahara 
where they become spies heading off 
on a blind camel. Viciously panned at 
release, it remains one of the worst 
films ever made, which for many is 
reason alone to watch. 


JABBERWOCKY 

SUN 6 FEB 6PM 

1977 | Terry Gilliam | 100 mins | PG 
MICHAEL PALIN, TERRY JONES, MAX WALL 
Terry Gilliam drags his Python team- 
mates through the blood-splattered 
filth of Medieval England. MICHAEL 
PALIN is the apprentice cooper taking 
on the fearsome beast to save the 


IN THE COMPANY 

| OF MEN fect Gieu™ 
FRI7 JAN 12.20AM 
1997 | Neil LaBute | 93 mins | 18 
AARON ECKHART, MATT MALLOY, 
STACY EDWARDS 
“Let's do it, let’s hurt 
somebody.” And with this 
remark, execs AARON ECKHART 
and Matt Mattoy decide to 
seduce deaf mute Stacy 
Epwarbs. It’s her gender, not her 
disability they’re targeting. In his 
directorial debut, LaBute guides 
the misogynous pair through an 
utterly compelling, if toxic, plot. 
The film sparked outrage among 
feminists and even a 
Filmmaker’s Trophy at Sundance 
couldn’t protect LaBute from 
their ire at the event. 


town and win the girl. Sick, demented 
and packed with Pythonesque asides. 


JLG/JLG A SELF 
PORTRAIT IN 
DECEMBER [ocean 
(JLG/JLG - AUTOPORTRAIT DE 
DECEMBRE) 

WED 12 JAN 1.25AM 

1994 | Jean-Luc Godard | 53 mins | no cert 
From the man who claimed he made 
films to make time pass and director of 
For Ever Mozart (page 22). A personal 
reflection on his role in cinema history 
and the relevance of cinema itself. 


JOHNS fuspuce 

MON 10 JAN 3.30AM 

1995 | Scott Silver | 92 mins | 18 

DAVID ARQUETTE, LUKAS HAAS 
Christmas Eve in LA. Homeless Davin 
ARQUETTE has one wish — to spend the 
night in the palatial Plaza Hotel. Tough, 
touching portrait of life on the streets. 


KIDS 

TUES 29 FEB 2.10AM 

1995 | Larry Clark | 87 mins | 18 

LEO FITZPATRICK, CHLOE SEVIGNY 
Powerful and uncompromising, Clark’s 
gritty snapshot of a day in the lives of 
degenerate New York teenagers 
caused outrage when it hit the big 
screen. Indulging in underage, unsafe 
sex, drugs and violence, the kids sink 
to the depths of depravity. 
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InThe Cinema Dogma 


Angels and demons battle for the soul of humankind in Kevin Smith’s 
new film, a hilarious metaphysical comedy. Fundamentalists beware 


| Once you have enjoyed the premiere 
of Kevin Smith’s debut feature Clerks 
on FilmFour, catch his fourth film, 
Dogma, playing in cinemas now. 
Smith’s wisecracking geek aesthetic 
has built up an avid fan following in 
America which is catching on here 
as his films gain popularity. 

Dogma follows two fallen angels 
trying to return to Heaven. Featuring 
Alanis Morissette as God, it 
grapples with the director’s Catholic 
upbringing within the epic brio of a 
comic book. Inevitably, the less- 
sensible members of America’s 
Christian community have reacted 
with outrage, hate mail and 
protests, some of which Smith has 
attended himself, cheekily bearing 
the placard "Dogma is dogshit." 

It isn’t though. It’s an adult fable 
| that wrestles with genuine 
sentiments on the nature of faith; a 
savvy comedy and quest movie 
rolled into one. Like the Bible re- 
written by Stan Lee. 


| CLERKS IS PREMIERED ON FILMFOUR ON SAT 1 JAN 10PM AND SHOWN AGAIN ON FRI 14 JAN 10PM 


THE KIDS ARE 
ALRIGHT 


SUN 2 JAN 2.20AM 
1978 | Jeff Stein | 96 mins | 15 


THE WHO, STEVE MARTIN, RINGO STARR 


Rockumentary featuring live footage, 
interviews and the obligatory fantasies 
of The Who. Deliberately, inadvertently 
funny each has their say and a solo, 
but the undisputed star is Keith Moon. 


KILL ME AGAIN tics EZ 


THUR 10 FEB 10PM, SAT 19 FEB 
3.55AM 

1990 | John R Dahl | 92 mins | 18 

VAL KILMER, JOANNE WHALLEY-KILMER, 
MICHAEL MADSEN 


Inspired casting has the KimMer couple 


(in happier times) playing a vampish 
femme fatale and down-on-his-luck PI 
on the run from the cops, some Las 
Vegas mobsters and the terrifying 
prospect of a jilted and vengeful 
MicHaeL Mapsen. A throwback to 
classic ’50s film noir, it’s a seedy, 
atmospheric thriller with a plot that 
cracks like a whip 


THE KING OF MARVIN 
GARDENS it&ioson 

SUN 9 JAN SPM, THUR 27 JAN SPM 
1972 | Bob Rafelson | 99 mins | no cert 
JACK NICHOLSON, BRUCE DERN, ELLEN 
BURSTYN 

Two brothers — JACK NICHOLSON is a 
DJ locked in a world of imagination 
and Bruce Dern, a petty felon 
subsisting on penny-ante get-rich- 
quick schemes - are re-united in 
Atlantic City. A hallucinatory film, 
distinguished by two of the stand-out 
performances of the decade. 


KISS OR KILL 

FRI 4 FEB 10PM, SAT 19 FEB 2.20AM 
1997 | Bill Bennett | 92 mins | 18 

FRANCES O'CONNOR, MATT DAY, CHRIS 
HAYWOOD 

Aussie road movie with a difference. A 
conniving couple go on the run when 
one of their tricks goes terribly wrong. 
But their relationship quickly dissolves 
as they start to suspect one another 
of the grisly murders that shadow 
their escape from the police and a 
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paedophile sports star. Director 
Bennet'’s jump-cut editing intensifies 
the crackling paranoia in this leftfield 
film that gleefully turns the genre on 
its head. 


THE LAST 
DETAIL itétorson 
SUN 9 JAN 10PM, MON 17 JAN 3.45AM 
1973 | Hal Ashby | 100 mins | 18 

JACK NICHOLSON, OTIS YOUNG 

A Robert Towne scripted story 
sees JACK NICHOLSON and OTIS 
Younc starring as two slacker 
sailors fighting, drinking and 
fornicating their way up the East 
Coast as they carry out orders to 
escort the fresh-faced con RANDY 
Quaip to the slammer. A crazy, 
driven, cynical Nicholson clearly 
relishes the excellent and filthy 
script which some have 
suggested contains the first 
movie reference to oral sex. A 
caustic film, angry at the 
dishonesty of ’70s America. 


THE LAST LAUGH 
(DER LETZTE MANN) 

MON 10 JAN 6PM 

1924 | FW Murnau | 72 mins | no cert 
EMIL JANNINGS, MALY DELSCHAFT 


A old hotel doorman is devastated 
when the young manager demotes 
him to toilet attendant, making him a 
figure of contempt for his family - 
until he gets the last laugh. 


THE LAST 
SEDUCTION tus 


TUES 1 FEB 10.30PM ' 

1993 | John Dahl | 105 mins | 18 

LINDA FIORENTINO, PETER BERG 

Fast, smart, good-looking thriller 
dominated by viciously manipulative 
femme fatale, LINDA FIORENTINO. On the 
run from her husband BiLL PULLMAN, 
she is forced to stop in small-town 
Beston where Peter BerG presents 
the perfect opportunity to get her 
husband off her back. 


LAST TANGO 

IN PARIS tr 

TUES 15 FEB 10.30PM 

1972 | Bernardo Bertolucci | 124 mins | 18 
MARLON BRANDO, MARIA SCHNEIDER 
Psycho-sexual drama in which 
MARLON BRANDO and MARIA SCHNEIDER 
meet for anonymous sex in a 
Parisian apartment. Brando’s 
performance is so astonishingly 
amoral that Schneider's only response 
is submission. 


LAST YEAR IN 
MARIENBAD 

(UANNEE DERNIERE A MARIENBAD) 
MON 17 JAN 6PM, SAT 19 FEB 6PM 
1961 | Alain Resnais | 94 mins | U 
DELPHINE SEYRIG, GIORGIO ALBERTAZZI, 
SACHA PITOEFF 


Alain Resnais’s floating, time-warped 
masterpiece on the ephemeral nature 
of memory and its powerful 
psychological effect. Resnais sets up 
a puzzle which is never really 
resolved, where a man recognises a 
fellow patient at a spa and wonders 
whether they had an affair on a 
previous holiday. 


LATE FOR DINNER 
SAT 8 JAN 6PM 

1991 | WD Richter | 89 mins | PG 

BRIAN WIMMER, PETER BERG, MARCIA 
GAY HARDEN 


A sci-fi drama with an alternative angle. 


Aman and his learning-impaired 
brother-in-law are cryogenically frozen 
for 29 years. Regaining consciousness 
in 1991 the pair are as bemused as 
Austin Powers at how much the world 
has changed. Nice slices of ’60s life 
and an interesting climax in which the 
still youthful Peter Bera is reunited 
with his now aged wife. 


LEAVING 

LAS VEGAS iz" 

FRI 18 FEB 10PM 

1995 | Mike Figgis | 107 mins | 18 
NICOLAS CAGE, ELISABETH SHUE, 
JULIAN SANDS 


When Nicotas Cace’s self-loathing 
alcoholic loses his job he decides to 
move to Las Vegas and drink himself 
to death. Once there he meets 
prostitute ELisaBETH SHUE who offers 
him the chance of a last love. Figgis’ 
film is an uncompromising portrait of 
the relentless decline of someone 
beyond redemption, while Las Vegas 
is portrayed as being the end of the 
line rather than a chance for a fresh 
start. The film is a tribute to the 
original tale’s author, John O’Brien 
who killed himself shortly before 
shooting began. 


THE LIVING 

END fesmvac® 

SAT 8 JAN 3.55AM, SUN 16 JAN 
11.55PM 

1992 | Gregg Araki | 92 mins | 18 

MIKE DYTRI, CRAIG GILMORE 

It’s been called a gay Thelma & 
Louise, or a 90s On The Road. But 
there’s no pigeonholing this 


| FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT | 
LONE STAR Wie" 


FRI 7 JAN 10PM, WED 26 JAN 8PM, WED 2 FEB 1.40AM, 


SUN 20 FEB 10.30PM 
} 1996 | John Sayles | 130 mins | 15 


} CHRIS COOPER, JOE MORTON, KRIS KRISTOFFERSON, MATTHEW McCONAUGHEY 


The discovery of a skeleton in the desert outside a town on the Mexican 
border forces Sheriff CHris Cooper to face some unpleasant truths about the 

| Past. Stylistically and emotionally complex ~ several of the characters appear 
to exist alongside their own younger selves — it emerges that the body is that 
of former sheriff and racist Kris KRISTOFFERSON. Haunting and ambitious take 
on frontier life, with a cracking, witty script. 


outrageous, raunchy movie and its 
bizarre characters. A muscle queen 
LA hustler and a sensitive San 
Francisco film critic are both HIV 
positive, in love and on the run. Their 
slogan is ‘fuck the world’ and their 
road trip a rage-fuelled assault on an 
indifferent America. 


LIVING IN 
OBLIVION fepvact 
TUES 25 JAN 10.30PM 

1995 | Tom DiCillo | 86 mins | 15 
STEVE BUSCEMI, JAMES LeGROS, 
DERMOT MULRONEY 


Superior comedy from DiCillo 
cataloguing the array of technical 
disasters, sexual politics and pure 
hair-wrenching egos that go into the 
making and production of an 
independent movie. Steve BusceEMI 
(the indie king himself) stars as the 
tyrannical director, reduced from 
barking directions to barking mad by 
the jobsworth incompetence of his 
crew and anal-probing pretensions 
of his cast. But the film belongs to 


James LeGros and his thinly-veiled 
caricature of Brad Pitt (DiCillo’s 
leading man in Johnny Suede). 


THE LODGER 

MON 28 FEB 6PM 

1926 | Alfred Hitchcock | 71 mins | no cert 
IVOR NOVELLO, MISS JUNE, MARIE AULT, 
ARTHUR CHESNEY 

This was Hitchcock's third film, a 
silent suspense thriller based on the 
legend of Jack The Ripper. Foggy 
London is in the grip of a vicious 
serial killer called the Avenger, and a 
family’s mysterious lodger raises 
suspicion with his nervous agitation 
and midnight strolls. Hitch uses his 
favourite tools of mistaken identity, 
discomforting sexual overtones and 
the exaggerated significance of simple 
actions to maximise the chilling 
tension. Ivor NoveLLo, who plays the 
lodger, repeated his role in Maurice 
Elvey’s 1932 remake. 


LONE STAR 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 
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Pop Tart! 


It couldn’t be easier. Just follow these tips drawn from Velvet 
Goldmine and you too can be a decadent, waspish pop star 


SING TO LILIES 
Microphones lack glamour. 
Instead, sing into flowers 
while wearing a late a9th-century 
| frock coat, a tarty tribute to Oscar 
Wilde, the high priest of camp. 
Ensure cheekbones are sucked in 
at all times. 


Q) TAKE TO 
YOUR BED 


Retain one’s wasted figure by lying 
around a lot with the curtains drawn. 
Claim artistic differences with sunlight. 
\ Only allow solids into your mouth if 

they are attached to another 
human being. 


BE GLORIOUS 
Bend the 
genders by taking 

the stage in a skin- 

tight silver and 

feathers combo. At 

the climax of your 

performance, take a 

bullet to the chest, 
thereby combining 
sex and death in one 
swoon. Remember to 
die like a swan before 
your adoring audience. 


VELVET GOLDMINE IS SHOWING ON 12 FEB 10PM, 17 FEB 12.05AM AND 28 FEB 10PM 
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THE LONG 

RIDERS ts? west 

SAT 19 FEB 12. 40AM 

1980 | Walter Hill | 96 mins | 18 

DAVID, KEITH and ROBERT CARRADINE, 
JAMES and STACY KEACH, DENNIS and 
RANDY QUAID 


One of Walter Hill’s earlier westerns 
pulls off two distinct coups. First, he 
cast real-life brothers as Jesse James’ 
four-family gang (CARRADINES, KEACHES, 
Quaips, plus NICHOLAS and CHRISTOPHER 
Guest). And second, he shows how 
progress began to impinge on and 
finally destroy the traditional Wild 
West. Rest assured, these innovations 
do not mean that traditional feuds, 
betrayals; heists-and shoot-outs of 
any respectable western are missing. 


THE LOST WORLD 

MON 24 JAN 6PM 

1960 | Irwin Allen | 92 mins | no cert 
MICHAEL RENNIE, JILL ST JOHN, CLAUDE 
RAINS 


What cruel wind blew CLAUDE RAINS 
from the shimmering peaks of 
Casablanca to the monster-roamed 
lowlands of The Lost World? It’s fun in 
that particular camp ’60s Victorian 
sci-fi adventure sort of way - lizards 
dressed up as dinosaurs — but surely 
he must have taken a wrong turning 
somewhere? 


LA MADRE 

MUERTA 

FRI 28 JAN 1.15AM, MON 7 FEB 1.35AM 
1993 | Juanma Bajo Ulloa | 103 mins | 18 
KARRA ELEJALDE, ANA ALVAREZ 


Consumed with guilt following an 
earlier crime, ELEJALDE kidnaps a mute 
teenager (ANA ALvAREz) and keeps her 
tied up at home. As he begins to fall 
under her spell, however, his girlfriend 
grows increasingly jealous and 
favours killing her. A psychological, 
dark perverse drama. 


THE AGMIRICE NT 
SEVE mar p 
SAT 1 job 3.30PM 

4960 | John Sturges | 123 mins | PG 

YUL BRYNNER, STEVE McQUEEN, 
CHARLES BRONSON, JAMES COBURN 


East meets western in Sturges’s grand 
remake of director Kurosawa’s Seven 
Samurai. The seven men - of whom 
JAMES COBURN and CHARLES BRONSON 
are the most memorable — are hired 
to protect a Mexican village. No 
attempt is made to deviate from the 
standard western themes which is 
why it’s so enjoyable. 


MAITRESSE 

KILLER a es 

FRI 4 FEB 11.45AM 

1978 | Barbet Schroeder | 108 mins | no cert 
GERARD DEPARDIEU, BULLE OGIER 


It’s French, it’s about a dominatrix and 
it stars GERARD DEPARDIEU. Stereotypes 
aside, it’s also a black, sexy comedy 
about a crook (Depardieu) who breaks 
into the house of professional 
maitresse (OciER). Romance follows, 
but despite Depardieu’s knowledge 
and collusion in his lady’s line of work, 
the inevitable happens. He wants to 
take her away from it all. But does she 
want to go? Apparently filmed in a 
real brothel, with real clientéle. 


MANNY & LO 


SAT 22 JAN 2.20AM 
1996 | Lisa Krueger | 84 mins | 15 
SCARLETT JOHANNSON, ALEKSA PALLADINO 


Homeless sisters have their hand-to- 

mouth existence upset when one falls 
pregnant. Comic flourishes soften up 

an otherwise tough story. 


EL MARIACHI a 
SUN 23 JAN 12.35AM, SUN 27 

FEB 4.05AM 

1992 | Robert Rodriguez | 77 mins | 15 
CARLOS GALLARDO, CONSUELO GOMEZ 
A guitarist descends into a violent 
Mexican town and is soon swapping 
his acoustic for a machine gun. 
Allegedly made for $7,000, the film 
reconstructs the traditional spaghetti 
western to incorporate the advances 
in cinematic violence, from Woo to 
Tarantino. A minor miracle remade as 
Desperado on twice the budget. 


MARTHA - MEET 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


MATINEE 

SUN 2 JAN 6PM, SAT 5 FEB GPM 

1993 | Joe Dante | 94 mins | PG 

JOHN GOODMAN, CATHY MORIARTY 
Fabulous spoof on Cold War monster 
movies. It’s the Cuban missile crisis and 
JOHN GoopmaN travels to Key West to 
show his film Mant! (“Half man, half ant, 
all terror“). The director’s observation 
for schlock is dead on and Goodman 
triumphs as a joke-shop showman. 


MEANTIME PS Seerechol 
WED 12 JAN 11.35PM 

1981 | Mike Leigh | 103 mins | 15 

GARY OLDMAN, TIM ROTH, PHIL DANIELS 


This remarkable film explores the 


interplay between family members 
and neighbours on a London estate. 
Like much of Leigh’s work, the scope 
is deliberately small and fiercely 
intense. Performed and directed with 
sufficient sympathy to render gripping 
and appealing what in other hands 
might be grotesque and appalling. 


METROPOLITAN fant 
THUR 27 JAN 12.50AM 

1990 | Whit Stillman | 94 mins | 15 

EDWARD CLEMENTS, CAROLYN FARINA, 
ELISABETH THOMPSON 

Whit Stillman’s first film is a comedy 
of manners centring on armchair 
socialist EowarD CLEMENTS’ initiation 
into the New York deb scene. He soon 
becomes the object of CAROLYN 
Farina’s attention but hankers after the 
enigmatic ELISABETH THOMPSON. Spry 
dialogue and quietly ironic 
performances produce a deliciously 
barbed coming-of-age film. 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 


MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 


FRI 11 FEB 3.25AM 
1978 | Alan Parker | 116 mins | 18 
BRAD DAVIS, RANDY QUAID, JOHN HURT 


The grandaddy of every ‘harrowing 
true story’. BRAD Davis is mistakenly 
charged with marijuana possession in 
Turkey and jailed. The ’70s racial 
stereotyping causes alarm, but the 
sweat-breaking tension and sheer 
rectal horror is irresistible. 


MINA 

TANNENBAUM 

THUR 6 JAN 12.20AM, MON 17 JAN 
1.35AM, MON 28 FEB 3.30AM 

1993 | Martine Dugowson | 123 mins | 12 
ROMANE BOHRINGER, ELSA ZYLBERSTEIN 
Heart-rending film dealing with the 
breakdown of friendships. RoMANE 
BOHRINGER and ELSA ZYLBERSTEIN are the 
chalk-and-cheese childhood pals 
whose relationship flounders under the 
pressures of adulthood. 


MARTHA - MEET FRANK, 
DANIEL AND LAURENCE iz 


SAT 19 FEB SPM, FRI 25 FEB 10PM 
1997 | Nick Hamm | 84 mins | 15 


| RUFUS SEWELL, MONICA POTTER, JOSEPH FIENNES, TOM HOLLANDER 


Post-Four Weddings British comedy-romance that follows similar formula of 
American babe meets English charmer. Only this time there are three 
charmers. PoTTeR plays the girl with a one-way ticket to London, picked up 
by wide-boy music exec Tom HOLLANDER. He’s smitten, but unfortunately, after 
48 hours of coincidental meetings, so are his best friends SEweL (a moody 
out-of-work actor) and Fiennes (shy, sensitive, teaches bridge to old ladies). 
Let the best man win. 
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MONTY PYTHON’S 
LIFE OF BRIAN 

MON 17 JAN 8PM 

1979 | Terry Jones | 90 mins | 15 

TERRY JONES, GRAHAM CHAPMAN, 
MICHAEL PALIN, JOHN CLEESE, ERIC IDLE 


History is re-written and sacred cows 
sacrificed as the Python team unleash 
their raucously funny alternative take on 
events from 2,000 years ago. Brian 
Cohen is a regular Jew, trying to get by 
in Roman-occupied Judea. But when he 
is mistaken for the Messiah and taken in 
by an inept anti-Roman political party, 
the camel dung really hits the fan. 


MUCH ADO ABOUT 
NOTHING tr 

THUR 17 FEB 8PM 

1992 | Kenneth Branagh | 107 mins | PG 
KENNETH BRANAGH, EMMA THOMPSON 
KENNETH BRANAGH Stars in his 
adaptation of Shakespeare’s comedy 
of love and deception. By deciding to 
emphasise its lighter side, Branagh 
creates a joyous celebration of 
youthful, sun-drenched love, rather 
than a study in mistrust and jealousy. 
Mistaken identity, misunderstanding 
and mirth from the pen of the bard. 


THE MUSIC 
OF CHANCE fares” 


MON 28 FEB 8PM 
1993 | Philip Haas | 94 mins | 15 
JAMES SPADER, MANDY PATINKIN 


James SPADER is the gambler down on 


THE MIRACLE 
RErROSpeCtivE Rp onedre FimFour productions 
THUR 20 JAN 10PM, MON 31 JAN 
10.30PM 

1991 | Neil Jordan | 92 mins 

BEVERLY D’ANGELO, DONAL MCCANN, 
NIALL BYRNE 


After a successful stint in America, 


-| Neil Jordan returned to the source of 


his inspiration: Ireland. Newcomers 
NiALL BYRNE and LORRAINE PILKINGTON 
(who later turned up in Human Traffic) 
impress as the two teenage best 
friends living in the seaside resort 


_| of Bray and passing the time by 


people-watching. One day a 
mysterious blonde American 
(D’ANGELO) arrives. Fascinated, they 
follow her and eventually make 


._| contact. But who is she, and what is 


his luck and desperate for a last shot 
at some ‘easy’ money. Picked up by 
PATINKIN, a man in search of excitement, 
Spader suggests a poker game with 
two rich duffers. A clean, clear parable 
about chaos, and an unusually close 
adaptation of a brilliant novel. 


MY DINNER WITH 
ANDRE 

MON 21 FEB 6PM 

1981 | Louis Malle | 107 mins | no cert 
WALLACE SHAWN, ANDRE GREGORY, 
JEAN LENAUER 

Ailing playwright WALLACE SHAWN 
meets wayward director ANDRE 
Grecory for dinner. And that, 
essentially, is it. Good job then that 
they prove stimulating company. Shot 
in close-up, the two consider the way 
their lives are going. As a dramatic 
device it’s devastatingly simple, the 
result unexpectedly compelling. 


MY KNEES WERE 
JUMP 
REMEMBERING THE 


THUR 6 JAN 2. ‘'30AM 

1998 | Melissa Hacker | 76 mins | no cert 
JOANNE WOODWARD, LORE SEGAL 
Intimate documentary about the lives 
of Jewish children who emigrated to 
Britain from Germany, Austria and 
Poland. Former refugees remember 
the madness that gripped their 
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her connection with Byrne? 


homelands, and the confusion which 
surrounded their escape. 


MY OWN PRIVATE 
IDAHO wr? 

THUR 17 FEB 10PM 

1991 | Gus Van Sant | 100 mins | 18 

RIVER PHOENIX, KEANU REEVES 

Van Sant’s:third feature is the story of 
two male prostitutes from opposite 
sides of the tracks. RiveR PHOENIX and 
KEANU REEVES are excellent: the former 
as the narcoleptic drifter in search of 
love and his mother, the latter as a 
Prince Hal-type figure, slumming it 
until he inherits the family fortune. The 
tender portrayal of their relationship 
and the film’s dreamlike beauty make 
it exceptional. 


MYRA BRECKINRIDGE 
FRI 4 FEB 1.50AM 

1970 | Michael Sarne | 90 mins | 18 
RAQUEL WELCH, JOHN HUSTON 

Raquel WELCH is Gore Vidal’s 
transsexual hell-bent on destroying 
the American male in this comic-book 
sexual satire. Watch out for a lesbian 
awakening from FARRAH FAWCETT and 
Tom SELLECK as Mae West’s stud. 


NAKED LUNCH 

SAT 29 JAN 12.25AM, MON 7 FEB 
3.25AM 

1991 | David Cronenberg | 109 Mins | 18 
PETER WELLER, JUDY DAVIS, IAN HOLM 


What genius allowed Cronenberg to 


direct The Naked Lunch? In adapting 
William Burroughs’ rebel junkie classic, 
Cronenberg mixes the author’s 
biography with seeping surrealism as 
Bill Lee, a professional cockroach 
exterminator with a bug-powder habit, 
encounters double-agent typewriters, 
talking anuses and a whole new world 
of dark conspiracy. Includes some 
incredible animatronic mugwumps, 
one of which Burroughs adopted. As 
disturbing as a flu dream made flesh. 


THE NANNY Suz 
MON 7 FEB 12AM 

1965 | Seth Holt | 89 mins | 15 

BETTE DAVIS, WENDY CRAIG, JILL BENNETT 
Unusually straight Hammer horror. 
Distraught British housewife WENDY 
Craic hires veteran nanny Bette Davis 
to look after her mentally unstable 
ten-year-old son and in doing so 
unleashes a psychological war 
between the two. Davis is wonderfully 
spooky as the enigmatic old maid, 
while Wendy Craig was later to don 
the pinafore herself in the 80s TV 
series, Nanny. 


THE NATURAL 

SUN 23 JAN 6PM 

1984 | Barry Levinson | 132 mins | PG 
ROBERT REDFORD, ROBERT DUVALL, 
GLENN CLOSE, KIM BASINGER 


Given the fact that it’s a fancy-dress 
variant on rounders with fewer rules, 
it’s surprising the number of great 
movies that have been made about 
baseball. Pre-dating Bull Durham and 
Field Of Dreams, this offering 
unashamedly represents America’s 
favourite pastime as a slice of grand 
Arthurian mythology. RoBeRT REDFORD 
is the tragic stick-and-ball knight Roy 
Hobbs. The rich support cast includes 
a young MICHAEL MaDsEN. 


NELLY & MONSIEUR 
ARNAUD 

WED 16 FEB 6PM 

1995 | Claude Sautet | 102 mins | PG 


EMMANUELLE BEART, MICHEL SERRAULT, 
JEAN-HUGHES ANGLADE 


A retired judge hires a beautiful 
young woman to help him write up 
his memoirs and from the very start, 
their relationship is loaded and 
charged with an all-consuming 
sexual tension. Nothing is admitted, 
let alone committed, but the 
psychological games played by 
EMMANUELLE BEART and MICHEL 
SERRAULT give the film a disturbing yet 
intoxicating subtlety. 


FILMFOUR 
PREMIERE 


THUR 10 FEB 3.25AM, MON 15 FEB 
2AM, THUR 24 FEB 10PM 

1993 | Michael Tolkin | 104 mins | 18 
PETER WELLER, SAMUEL L JACKSON, 
JUDY DAVIS 


Californian yuppies PeTeR WELLER and 


Jupy Davis are loaded but spiritually 
destitute. When both are made 
redundant they seek to inject their 
lives with some meaning by opening a 
new-age shop and sleeping around. 
An astutely executed satire from the 
screenwriter of The Player, this is a 
well-performed, ruthless bite at the 
vacuity of new-age thought. 


NEW YORK, NEW 
YORK 7" 


WED 16 FEB 10PM 
1977 | Martin Scorsese | 157 mins | PG 
ROBERT DE NIRO, LIZA MINNELLI 


World War Il has ended and in the 
euphoria young singer Liza MINNELLI 
falls for the charms of a roguish jazz 
saxophonist, the predictably brilliant 
Rosert De Niro. Love soon blossoms, 
as do their respective careers, but the 
pressure of maintaining personal and 
professional lives becomes too much. 
A stylish, engaging love story. 


THE NIGHT OF THE 
HUNTER 

SAT 5 FEB 1.45AM 

1955 | Charles Laughton | 89 mins | PG 


ROBERT MITCHUM, SHELLEY WINTERS 


On its release critics were confused 
and the public stayed away. 
Understandable. Even today this weird 
expressionist masterpiece defies 
categorisation. While RoBerRT MitcHuM’s 
psychotic Reverend Harry Powell (love 
and hate are tattooed on his knuckles) 
is legendary, the film's odd mix of the 
artificial, surreal and childlike remains 
truly disturbing, like a diseased dream 
from the mind of Norman Rockwell. 


LOS OLVIDADOS 2235 
(THE YOUNG AND THE DAMNED) 
TUES 29 FEB 12.45AM 

1950 | Luis Bufuel | 77 mins | no cert 
ALFONSO MEJIA, ROBERTO COBO 
Bufuel’s striking, surrealist description 
of Mexico City’s criminal delinquents 
is less sentimental than the usual 
portrait of underclass life. 


ONCE UPON A TIME: 
SERGIO LEONE 

pocumenrare] FEGne Boel 

THUR 27 JAN 10PM, SUN 13 FEB 
1.50AM, SUN 20 FEB 4.40AM 

1999 | Howard Hill | 50 mins | no cert 
Exploration of the career of Sergio 
Leone, the late great Italian filmmaker 
who, with films such as A Fistful Of 
Dollars, The Good, The Bad And The 
Ugly and Once Upon A Time In The 
West, established the spaghetti 
western genre and launched the 
career of CLint Eastwoop. Includes 
interviews with Clint, James CoBuRN 
and QUENTIN TARANTINO. 


ONCE UPON A TIME 

IN CHINA 2 (HuaNc FEIHONG) 
FRI 18 FEB 3.20AM 

1992 | Tsui Hark | 110 mins | 15 

JET LI, ROSAMUND KWAN, JUEN BIAO 


The best of a series of six, high-speed 
martial-arts comedy dramas. Hong 
Kong action wonderboy Jet Li stars as 
all-round Chinese folk hero Wong Fei 
Hung who inflicts serious physical 
damage on a host of villains. 


ONE PLUS ONE 
(SYMPATHY FOR THE DEVIL) 

SAT 15 JAN 1.35AM 

1969 | Jean-Luc Godard | 97 mins | no cert 
THE ROLLING STONES, DANNY DANIELS, 
ANNE WIAZEMSKY 

Counter-culture, revolution and the 
Rolling Stones. Godard successfully 
captures the agitated mood of the late 
’60s, in this overtly political art movie. 
A must-see for the footage of the 
Stones in the studio alone. 


ONIBABA (tHE HoLeE) 

SAT 1 JAN 3.50AM 

1964 | Kaneto Shindo | 98 mins | 15 
NOBUKO OTAWA, JITSUKO YOSHIMURA, 
KEI SATO 


Medieval Japan and an old woman 
and her daughter-in-law are scraping 
a living by killing weary soldiers and 
selling their belongings. A visually 
striking minor gem of Japanese 
cinema, with moments of genuine 
eroticism and claustrophobic terror. 
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FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 


THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY Exza 


SAT 22 JAN 10PM, MON 31 JAN 8PM, SUN 13 FEB 6PM, TUES 29 FEB SPM 


1996 | Jane Campion | 139 mins | 12 


NICOLE KIDMAN, JOHN MALKOVICH, BARBARA HERSHEY, MARY LOUISE PARKER 


Henry James’ pet theme of American innocence corrupted by crumbling 
European decadence is given another airing in this masterful adaptation. 
NicoLe Kioman plays the sought-after heiress who turns down emotionally 
retarded RIcHARD E Grant only to be persuaded to marry the vapid JOHN 

Ma kovicH by Barsara HERSHEY (in a marvellously manipulative role). Campion 
takes risks — ably supported by a starry international cast - and the audience 


reaps the reward. 
ORLANDO #femar* 


MON 3 JAN 6PM 

1992 | Sally Potter | 90 mins | PG 

TILDA SWINTON, BILLY ZANE, JOHN WOOD 
Lavish adaptation of Virginia Woolf's 
400-year romp through history, in the 
company of an ageless TILDA SWINTON. 
Changing from an Elizabethan 
nobleman to a modern-day female, 
she trips lightly through the centuries. 
In keeping with the gender-bending 
theme, the late QUENTIN Crisp plays 
the ageing Queen. 


town, Manz gives one of the all-time 
great rebel performances. 


OVER THE EDGE 

SAT 22 JAN 3.50AM 

1979 | Jonathan Kaplan | 90 mins | 18 
MICHAEL KRAMER, MATT DILLON 

A 14-year-old Matt DILLON turns in a 
precocious performance in this ’70s 
confrontational teen pic, as a rebel 
living in a soulless, middle-class new 
town where the kids turn to drugs, 
drink, sex and finally anarchy. 


performances and Kazan’s cool 
direction lend the whole thing a sense 
of rising hysteria, accentuated by its 
rotting New Orleans setting. 


PASSION FISH 

SUN 20 FEB 8.10PM 

1992 | John Sayles | 129 mins | 15 
MARY McDONNELL, ALFRE WOODARD 


Director John Sayles - Eight Men Out, 
Lone Star (page 35) - excels at 
characterisation, and doesn’t 
disappoint with this duet between 
bitter, paralysed soap diva, MARY 
McDOoNNELL, and her scarred, tough- 
loving black nurse, ALFRE Wooparb. 
The similarities to Driving Miss Daisy 
are obvious, but Sayles goes easy on 
the sugar to leave a muscular portrait 
of the damaged pair’s tentative steps 
towards self-respect and friendship. 


PEDICAB DRIVER 

(QUN LONG XI FENG) 

TUES 15 FEB 3.45AM 

1989 | Sammo Hung Kam-Bo | 91 mins | 18 
SAMMO HUNG KAM-BO, NINA LI CHI, 
CHIA-LIANG LIU 


Kung-fu fun from fat man Sammo 
Hunc in this exceptional example of 
the high-paced, action-packed Hong 
Kong martial-arts movie. The man 
rocks as the Pedicab Driver, with an 
agility remarkable for one so big. 


PERSONS 

UNKNOWN 

THUR 3 FEB 2.55AM, THUR 24 FEB 
2.30AM 

1997 | George Hickenlooper | 95 mins | 18 
JOE MANTEGNA, KELLY LYNCH 
Tough-nosed thriller with all the 
genre’s requirements: drug dealers, 
ex-cops and beautiful yet, deadly 
women. But what begins as a ripping 
heist movie eases into a tale of 
personal redemption. Joe MANTEGNA is 
an ex-cop, conned by confidence 
trickster sisters who find themselves 
desperately needing their victim’s help. 


OUT OF THE BLUE 
TUES 25 JAN 1.45AM 
1980 | Dennis Hopper | 89 mins | no cert 
LINDA MANZ, DENNIS HOPPER 

‘One of the few noteworthy films from 
DeNNis Hopper’s ‘more drugs!’ 
wilderness period. Hopper directs 
himself with ugly realism as LINDA 
Manz’s alcoholic, paedophile dad who 
is ostracised from society after running 
into a school bus. As a bored punk kid 
dealing with the deaths of Elvis and 
Sid Vicious in a go-nowhere American 


PANIC IN THE 
STREETS 

SUN 16 JAN 6PM, WED 26 JAN 6PM 
1950 | Elia Kazan | 92 mins | no cert 
RICHARD WIDMARK, PAUL DOUGLAS, 
JACK PALANCE 

Stylish meeting between the method 
school and film noir from the director of 
On The Waterfront and East Of Eden. 
Doctor RICHARD WipmarK and cop PAUL 
Doucas have 48 hours to locate a 
suspected plague carrier (JACK 
PaLance). Desperately edgy 
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PHANTOM OF THE 
PARADISE 

SAT 12 FEB 1.55AM, MON 21 FEB 
2.45AM 

1974 | Brian De Palma | 88 mins | no cert 
PAUL WILLIAMS, WILLIAM FINLEY, 
JESSICA HARPER 

Spectacular, satirical reworking of 
Phantom Of The Opera set in the 
world of ’70s rock. Faustian and 
gloriously gothic WILLIAM FINLEY is the 
wronged rocker seeking revenge on 
music-biz mogul Paut WILLIAMS. 


PLANET OF THE APES 
FRI 11 FEB 1.35AM, SAT 26 FEB 6PM 
1968 | Franklin J Schaffner | 108 mins | PG 


CHARLTON HESTON, RODDY McDOWALL 


Stymied for years by a cheesy legacy 
of sequels, TV spin-offs and cheapo 
Dr Zaius parachuting action figures, 
Planet is now rightly resurrected as a 
misanthrope’s 2001. It follows 
CHARLTON HESTON’s crash-landed 
astronaut Taylor across a strange 
planet where humans are mute drones 
and apes rule the roost. Written by the 
great Rod ‘Twilight Zone’ Serling, it is 
dark, dumb, philosophical, allegorical 
and an influence on The Simpsons. 


PLEASURE AT HER 


MAJESTY’S 

MON 3 JAN 8PM 

1976 | Jonathan Miller | 71 mins | A 
JOHN CLEESE, TERRY GILLIAM, TERRY 
JONES, MICHAEL PALIN 


The Monty Python gang team up with 
the Beyond The Fringe troupe for this 
vintage live performance of madness 


Shakespeare In Love 
Eyes Wide Shut 


She’s All That 


Shakespeare In Love 


EMPIRE as nnn 


BEST DIRECTOR The Wachowski brothers The Matrix, Stanley Kubrick 
BEST DEBUT Jason Schwartzman Rushmore, Rachael Leigh Cook 


BEST BRITISH FILM East Is East, Notting Hill, Little Voice, 
Hilary And Jackie, Plunkett & Macleane 

BEST BRITISH ACTOR Ewan McGregor or Liam Neeson The 
Phantom Menace, lan McKellen Gods And Monsters 

BEST BRITISH ACTRESS Jane Horrocks Little Voice 

BEST BRITISH DIRECTOR Kirk Jones Waking Ned, John Madden 


Remember these are only suggestions and you can vote for whatever, and 
whoever, took your fancy in 1999. You can either fax your vote to 0171 312 8249 
or vote online by visiting the Empire website at: www.empireonline.co.uk 


and mayhem. Originally planned as a 
one-off benefit show for Amnesty 
International, its success meant it 
became an annual event. 


PLEIN SOLEIL 

(PURPLE NOON) 

SUN 6 FEB 8PM, TUES 29 FEB 6PM 
1959 | René Clément | 112 mins | PG 
ALAIN DELON, MAURICE RONET 


ALAIN DELON is perfect as the callow 


socialite monster Ripley, finagling his 
way into the glamorous world of his 
rich playboy pal, MAURICE RONET, 
murdering him and stealing his 
identity. As tough and heartless as 
Ripley himself. Recently remade with 
Matt Damon and Gwyneth Paltrow as 
The Talented Mr Ripley. 


POISON #estwact 
FRI 21 JAN 11.45PM 
1990 | Todd Haynes | 85 mins | 18 


EDITH MEEKS, JAMES LYONS, BUCK SMITH 


Murder, lust and sexual obsession are 
explored by the director of Velvet 


The Empire Film Awards 


It’s a new millennium but that doesn’t mean we can sling last year into a dustbin just yet. 
There is still the small matter of sorting out which films, stars and directors from 1999 
deserve recognition, which you can do by voting in The Empire Film Awards. Voting 

also gives you the chance to win tickets to attend the awards. The categories are: 


BEST MOVIE The Phantom Menace, The Thin Red Line, Go 


BEST ACTOR Tom Cruise Eyes Wide Shut, Brad Pitt Fight Club 
BEST ACTRESS Julia Roberts Notting Hill, Gwyneth Paltrow 


WILL IT BE EAST IS EAST? 


THE EMPIRE FILM AWARDS ARE SHOWING ON FILMFOUR ON SAT 19 FEB 10PM 


Goldmine (page 47). Haynes first rose 
to prominence with his short film 
Superstar, which played out the life of 
Karen Carpenter with Barbie dolls. 
This experience in shorts shows in 
Poison, which weaves three stories 
together. A stylish study of human 
deviance at its dirtiest. 


P’TANG, YANG, | 
KIPPERBANG Guardian 
WED 19 JAN 6PM 

1982 | Michael Apted | 77 mins | PG 

JOHN ALBASINY, ABIGAIL CRUTTENDEN 
Oh, for adolescent love in post-war 
England! Schoolboy JOHN ALBASINY 
dreams of cricket and his classmate 
ABIGAIL CRUTTENDEN but he has a rival 
for her affections in Maurice Dee. How 
can he compete when his catchphrase 
is “p’tang, yang, kipperbang” and 
Dee’s a seductive “mafiana”? Its eye 
for the details of young love will bring 
your own schoolday memories flooding 
back. From the director of new Bond 
film, The World Is Not Enough. 
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LES QUATRE CENTS 


COUPS (THE 400 BLows) 

FRI 7 JAN 3.40AM 

1959 | Frangois Truffaut | 95 mins | PG 
JEAN-PIERRE LEAUD, CLAIRE MAURIER 


This semi-autobiographical first feature 
is elegantly structured and studded 
with masterful observation. A 12-year- 
old Parisian boy is banished to a 
school for disruptive children and 
yearns for independence. 

THE QUICK AND 

THE DEAD 

(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


RAGING BULL 

THUR 13 JAN 10.10PM 

1980 | Martin Scorsese | 124 mins | 18 
ROBERT DE NIRO, CATHY MORIARTY, 
JOE PESCI 


Rosert De Niro won an Oscar for his 
coruscating performance as the boxer 
Jake La Motta in Scorsese’s 
masterpiece. La Motta was violent 
both in and out of the ring, his 
relationships with women suffocated 
by jealousy and paranoia. These flaws 
are portrayed superbly by Scorsese 
and the fight scenes are breathtaking. 
By the end, the physical and emotional 
punches have come so thick and fast, 
you have to check yourself for bruises. 


RAISE THE RED 
LANTERN 

(DAHONG DENGLONG GAOGAO GUA) 
SUN 2 JAN 3.50PM, WED 23 FEB 
2.55AM 

1991 | Zhang Yimou | 119 mins | PG 

GONG LI, MA JINGWU, HE CAIFEI 

The impeccable Gone L is reluctantly 
married off to a rich old Chinese lord, 
but as the fourth wife, she has to share 
a compound with the other three. Set in 
a greenhouse of festering jealousy, the 
women await the red lantern outside 
their door that signals a visit from their 
master. The emotional claustrophobia 
of the film is lifted by the director’s 
stunning eye for composition. 


THE RED SQUIRREL 
(LA ARDILLA ROJA) 

MON 3 JAN 1.20AM, WED 19 JAN 
1.30AM, THUR 17 FEB 3.40AM 

1993 | Julio Medem | 110 mins | 18 
NANCHO NOVO, EMMA SUAREZ 
When Emma Suarez is stricken with 
amnesia after a motorbike accident, 
lonely chancer Novo persuades her 
they were lovers and whisks her off to 
the Red Squirrel camp-site for a bit of 
post-trauma debriefing. But as her 


memory returns, so her personality 
changes with wildly surprising results. 
Lush, ingenious, funny. 


REFORM SCHOOL GIRL 


FRI 4 FEB 3.25AM 

1993 | Jonathan Kaplan | 79 mins | 18 
AIMEE GRAHAM, MATT LEBLANC 

Over The Edge (page 40) director’s 
remake of a 1957 exploitation pic. 
Aimee GRAHAM (Heather’s sis) takes the 
rap for her boyfriend and ends up in 
reform school. Lesbian lust and run- 
ins with butch wardens follow 
enlivened by the presence of Friends 
heartthrob Matt LEBLANC as the bad 
boy lover. Well, it was a step up from 
Red Shoe Diaries. 


RESERVOIR 
DOGS #7" sete 


TUES 25 JAN 12.05AM 
1992 | Quentin Tarantino | 94 mins | 18 


HARVEY KEITEL, TIM ROTH, STEVE BUSCEMI 


FilmFour’s celebration of Sundance 
allows for another showing of this one- 
time toast of the festival. The iconic 
opening sequence to Tarantino's 
groundbreaking bloody heist movie 
provided ’90s cinema with one of its 
most memorable scenes. Undeniably 
brutal, it’s also very funny, the killing 
interspersed with sardonic asides. The 
colour coordinated gang are all 
impressive but Steve Buscemi probably 
has the edge as the plaintive Mr Pink. 


ROBIN AND MARIAN 
SAT 1 JAN 6PM 

1976 | Richard Lester | 103 mins | PG 

SEAN CONNERY, AUDREY HEPBURN, 
ROBERT SHAW, RICHARD HARRIS 

Never heard of this before? Although 
it flopped in the '70s, it’s actually a 
subtle and original telling of the Robin 
Hood myth, with Connery as the 
ageing legend returning to Sherwood 
Forest to discover Marian (AUDREY 
Hepsurn) has entered a nunnery. But 
with the Sheriff of Nottingham up to 
his old tricks, Connery has to gather 
his Merry Men together once more for 
a final fling. 


ROMEO IS 

BLEEDING Situs 

MON 7 FEB 10PM 

1994 | Peter Medak | 105 mins | 18 

GARY OLDMAN, LENA OLIN, ANNABELLA 
SCIORRA, JULIETTE LEWIS 


Policeman Gary OLDMAN is as corrupt 


as they come, overseeing the witness 
protection scheme by day and killing 
his charges by night for the mob. He’s 
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also playing away from wife ANNABELLA 
SciorrA with nymph JULIETTE LEWIS. 
But then he meets ball-breaking 


Muscovite mafiosa LENA C . and his 
duplicity catches up with i, ~~. Vicious 
sex, crunching violence and ~ neck- 
breaking plot of cross and dou-!e- 
cross keep up the ramraid pace. 


ROXANNE i 

SUN 13 FEB 8.30PM 

1987 | Fred Schepisi | 102 mins | PG 
STEVE MARTIN, DARYL HANNAH, RICK 
ROSSOVICH 


The classic French tale Cyrano De 
Bergerac gets a Hollywood makeover. 
Schepisi’s film centres around STEVE 
Maatin’s sparkling performance of 
physical and verbal gymnastics. He is 
the erudite fire chief whose 
magnificent schnozzle would seem to 
preclude him from romantic 
entanglement with dreaming 
astronomer DaryL HANNAH. Instead he 
professes his love through Rick 
RossovicH. Warm, intelligent and 
marvellously funny, this was one of the 
comedies of the ’80s. Martin is always 
at his best in films he has also written 
as with this and the recent Bowfinger. 


RUBY 

THUR 13 JAN 3.20AM, TUES 25 JAN 
3.30AM 

1992 | John MacKenzie | 106 mins | 15 
DANNY AIELLO, SHERILYN FENN, DAVID 
DUCHOVNY 


Danny AlELLO — City Hall (page 17) - 
hasn’t had the leading roles his mighty 
talents deserve, but he gets the 
chance to show off his versatility in 
this portrait of Jack Ruby, the strip- 
joint owning, mob-running, bisexual 
assassin. John Mackenzie’s 
compelling thriller whips up a cocktail 
of fruity conspiracy theories (with 
stripper SHERILYN FENN as the plot’s 
swizzle stick) to explain Ruby’s hit on 
JFK killer, Lee Harvey Oswald. 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 
THE QUICK AND 
THE DEA 

THUR 3 FEB 10PM 

1995 | Sam Raimi | 103 mins | 15 


SHARON STONE, GENE HACKMAN, 
LEONARDO DICAPRIO 


The spaghetti western blueprint 
has been strapped down and 
injected with a huge dose of '90s 
irony and wit in this hugely 
enjoyable over-the-top comedy 
pastiche. Essentially a western 
that tries to out-parody all the 
genre’s influences, the story is 
simple: the despot and man in 
charge of the township of 
Redemption, Gene Hackman 
holds a contest to determine who 
is the quickest gunslinger of them 
all. Enter Sharon Stone, a woman 
with a mission who also happens 
to have the fastest trigger-happy 
fingers in town. 


RUBY IN 

PARADISE #esruict 

MON 24 JAN 8PM 

1993 | Victor Nufiez | 108 mins | 15 
ASHLEY JUDD, TODD FIELD, BENTLEY 
MITCHUM 


Self-discovery, love and the struggles 


of getting there are the difficult issues 
facing ASHLEY JuDD when she leaves 
home and settles in sunny Florida. It’s 
anything but an easy ride, however 
Judd is patient, weathering the 
emotional storms sent her way, 
persevering and learning from her 
mistakes. Despite relying on familiar 
movie territory, this is more sensitive 
and believable than the usual coming- 
of-age film. 


RUSH 

WED 12 JAN 2.25AM, TUES 1 FEB 
2.20AM 

1991 | Lili Fini Zanuck | 115 mins | 18 
JASON PATRIC, JENNIFER JASON LEIGH, 
SAM ELLIOTT 


A dark, ironic tale of two undercover 


narcs hooked on their own supply. 
JASON Patric, unrecognisable from the 
goon in Speed 2, is suitably intense 
as the junkie cop veteran who ‘fools’ 
the dealers by getting a smack habit 
while JENNIFER JASON LEIGH stays just 
the right side of infuriating as his 
rookie sidekick. With a fantastic 
supporting cast and suitably grimy 
‘70s decor, Rush is a drug movie with 


none of the glamour, all of the dirt and 
a rocking blues soundtrack. 


SABOTAGE 

WED 5 JAN 6PM 

1936 | Alfred Hitchcock | 73 mins | PG 
OSCAR HOMOLKA, SYLVIA SIDNEY, JOHN 
LODER 


Time Out called it “one of the most 


playful of Hitchcock’s British thrillers”. 
Oscar Homolka owns a cinema in 
London, but he’s also working 
undercover for a mysterious foreign 
power causing chaos and panic in the 
capital as he sabotages various 
targets such as Battersea Power 
Station. Adapted from Joseph 
Conrad's novel The Secret Agent, the 
film is filled with the kind of cinematic 
in-jokes that half a century later would 
be tagged ‘post-modern’. 


SAFE hi omertrorn 
SUN 16 JAN SPM, FRI 21 JAN 
1.20AM, THUR 24 FEB 12.30AM 

1995 | Todd Haynes | 114 mins | no cert 
JULIANNE MOORE, PETER FRIEDMAN, 
XANDER BERKELEY 


Psychological drama following 
JULIANNE Moore’s descent into 
psychosis. Despite her enviably 
stress-free existence Moore is subject 
to a variety of inexplicable afflictions: 
headaches, nausea, shortness of 
breath. These, it transpires, are the 
result of an allergy to the modern 


world. Velvet Goldmine (page 47) 
director Todd Haynes has always 
tended towards the clinical, an 
approach which in this dark and 
ambiguous allegory proves ever so 
coolly appropriate. 


SCANNERS 

SAT 1 JAN 2.05AM 

1981 | David Cronenberg | 98 mins | 18 
STEPHEN LACK, JENNIFER O'NEILL, 
MICHAEL IRONSIDE 


Vein-bulging psycho-terror from the 
master of the genre David 
Cronenberg. A mind-war breaks out 
between government-backed 
telepaths (scanners) and a small band 
of resistance fighters. Spattered with 
exploding heads, some pretty weird 
Freudian symbolism and the 
venomous MICHAEL IRONSIDE’S 
thoroughly unpleasant thoughts. 


A SCENE AT THE SEA 
(ANO NATSU, ICHIBAN SHIZUKANA 
UMI) 

TUES 1 FEB 4.15AM 

1991 | Takeshi Kitano | 101 mins | no cert 
KUROKO MAKI, HIROKO OSHIMA 


Early, pretty untypical effort from 
Takeshi in which KurRoKo Maki, a 
hearing-impaired sanitation worker, 
and his equally deaf girlfriend Hiroko 
OsHima find a broken surf-board in a 
trash can and decide to take up 
surfing. Lyrical. 
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SEX, LIES AND 
VIDEOTAPE 2222" 
TUES 4 JAN 10.30PM 

1989 | Steven Soderbergh | 96 mins | 18 


JAMES SPADER, ANDIE MacDOWELL 


Legendary for many reasons: it took 
only eight days to write, it was the first 
big hit to come out of the Sundance 
Festival and it features a career- 
making performance from ANDIE 
MacDowe.t. Her usual porcelain-faced 
restraint was ideal for the role of the 
frigid wife whose husband is shagging 
her sister. The arrival of James SPADER 
and his habit of videotaping women 
talking about their sexual experiences 
unbalances the status quo, especially 
when MacDowell finds his impotence 
an unexpected turn-on. 


(YAO A YAO YAO DAO WAIPO QIAO) 
WED 9 FEB SPM, FRI 25 FEB 3.10AM 
1994 | Zhang Yimou | 102 mins | 15 


GONG LI, WANG XIAOXIAO, LI BAOTIAN 


Operatic mob drama elevated by 
director Zhang's rich vision. A 14- 
year-old boy travels to ‘30s Shanghai 
to work for a gangland boss’s 
showgirl wife (GONG Li). But his life is 
shattered when war breaks out with 
rival triads. Bringing her luxurious 
talents to proceedings, Li excels as 
her character shifts from enigmatic 
prima donna to shrinking violet as it 
dawns on her that she’s only a pawn 
in a lethal game of corruption. 


THE SHINING iicioson 


SUN 9 JAN 1.30AM 
1980 | Stanley Kubrick | 144 mins | 18 
JACK NICHOLSON, SHELLEY DUVALL 


The long version of Kubrick’s terrifying 


adaptation of a Stephen King tale. 
JACK NICHOLSON accepts a job as a 
caretaker at the Overlook Hotel during 
an icy Oregon winter so he can write 
his book. But the hotel has a macabre 
history that soon begins to worm its 
way into the present through his 
psychic son. Nicholson’s infamous 
“Here’s Johnny“ axe-wielding moment 
was an inspired improvisation. 


SLACKER fsmat* 

SAT 8 JAN 12.30AM, SUN 30 JAN 
12.40AM 

1991 | Richard Linklater | 96 mins | 15 


RICHARD LINKLATER, RUDY BASQUEZ 


A shoestring snapshot of a day in the 
life of Texan ne’er-do-wells. Musing on 
life, love, culture and conspiracy, the 
characters recline and outline their 
thoughts and philosophies, without 


ever revealing anything of their lives. 
With Douglas Coupland’s Generation 
X, this film defined a generation. 


SMOKE frect‘si" 

SAT 26 FEB 8PM 

1995 | Wayne Wang/Paul Auster | 108 mins | 15 
HARVEY KEITEL, STOCKARD CHANNING 
The stories of a group of people whose 
lives are connected by a Brooklyn cigar 
shop. Avuncular owner HARVEY KEITEL 
lends a sympathetic ear to his 
customers while indulging in his hobby 
- photographing the same street scene 
every day. Amiable and accomplished 
performances all around, particularly 
WiLuAM Hurt who thinks Keitel’s 
pictures are identical, until he sees his 
now-dead wife in one. Written by Paul 
Auster whose reputation for 
immaculate, intricate plotting is justified 
here, while the actors do much to 
warm up his sometimes cold eye. 


SOIGNE TA DROITE 
TUES 11 JAN 2.35AM 

1987 | Jean-Luc Godard | 78 mins | no cert 
JANE BIRKIN, EVA DARLAN, MICHEL 
GALABRU 


JeAN-Luc Goparb stars as a filmmaker 
who makes dodgy films but demands 
perfection from his players. Could this 
be legendary the director taking the 
piss out of his own self-obsession? 


SOMMERSBY 

THUR 20 JAN 8PM 

1992 | Jon Amiel | 109 mins | 12 
RICHARD GERE, JODIE FOSTER, BILL 
PULLMAN 


Lush remake of period mystery The 
Return Of Martin Guerre. RICHARD 
Gere is the prodigal plantation owner 
whose transformation from vulgar 
bullyboy to sensitive love machine, 
after a stint in the American civil war, 
arouses suspicion over his identity. 
His wife Jopie Foster has doubts, not 
least because of his new-found sexual 
prowess, but is keeping schtum. But 
when a local man is murdered the 
finger is firmly poked in his direction. 
Gere is satisfyingly unnerving as the 
new man and Foster plays her part 
with consummate, breathy confusion. 


THE SONG REMAINS 
THE SAME 


FRI 14 JAN 2.55AM 

1976 | Peter Clifton | 127 mins 1 15 
JIMMY PAGE, JOHN PAUL JONES, JOHN 
BONHAM, ROBERT PLANT 


Lep ZEPPELIN’s self-confessed 
indulgent ‘home-movie’ features live 
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footage from Madison Square intercut 
with the band members’ own fantasy 
sequences. Awesome and gruesome, 
it includes a 15 minute pummelling 
JOHN BONHAM drum solo. 


SPANKING THE 


MONKEY fesmat* 

THUR 6 JAN 10.10PM 

1993 | David O Russell | 95 mins 1.18 
JEREMY DAVIES, ALBERTA WATSON, 
BENJAMIN HENDRICKSON 


Returning home for the summer 
vacation, medical student JEREMY 
Davies (Saving Private Ryan) finds 
himself tending his temporarily 
disabled mother (ALBERTA WaTSON). 
With his tyrannical father away, the 
two are left to their own devices and 
as the summer passes their 
relationship grows increasingly 
physical. One of Hollywood’s more 
controversial directors, Russell's 
approach to the taboo subject matter 
here is notable for its lack of hysteria. 
Although there are some undeniably 
uncomfortable moments, the 
relationship between Davies and 
Watson is also awkwardly tender. 


STELLA DOES 
TRICKS fsmat* 

MON 17 JAN 11.55PM, THUR 10 FEB 
1.45AM 

1996 | Coky Giedroyc | 93 mins | 18 

KELLY MACDONALD, JAMES BOLAM, 
HANS MATHESON 


Trainspotting star KELLY MACDONALD 
dazzles as a young Glaswegian 
prostitute trying to survive in London 
while dragging herself out of the 
gutter. But shaking off years of abuse 
will not be easy. Features a sleazy 
performance from ex-Likely Lad 
James Bolam that will make your skin 
crawl. A disturbing slice of realism 
from a director who honed her skills 
and craft in documentaries. 


THE STORY OF QIU JU 


(QUI JU DA GUANSI) 
SUN 30 JAN GPM, THUR 24 FEB 4.10AM 
1992 | Zhang Yimou | 96 mins | 15 


GONG LI, LEI LAOSHENG, GE ZHIJUN, 


Singlehandedly responsible for 
introducing Chinese cinema to the 
West, Zhang and Li team up in this 
semi-documentary. The glamorous LI 
is unrecognisable as a pregnant 
housewife who comes up against the 
great wall of Communist bureaucracy 
as she sets out to redress the wrong 
done to her husband. 


STRAIGHT TO HELL war" 


SUN 13 FEB 12.25AM 

1987 | Alex Cox | 82 mins | 15 

DICK RUDE, SY RICHARDSON, JOE 
STRUMMER, COURTNEY LOVE 


The cast list for Alex Cox’s (Sid And 
Nancy) raucous comedy western 
reads like a who’s who of post-punk 
chancers: Joe STRUMMER, COURTNEY 
Love, several Pogues and Etvis 
CosTetLo. Despite the air of chaos, 
Strummer and Love are commendable. 


A SUMMER’S TALE 

tee (CONTE D’ETE) 

WED 9 FEB 4.05AM, TUES 15 FEB SPM, 
SUN 27 FEB 6PM 

1996 | Eric Rohmer | 109 mins | U 

MELVIL POUPAUD, AURELIA NOLIN 


The third in Eric Rohmer’s cycle of four 


sends shy maths grad Metvit PourauD 
to a seaside town. While waiting for 
girlfriend AURELIA NOLIN to turn up, he 
opens up to waitress AMANDA LANGLET 
and gets down with her best friend 
GWENAELLE Simon. A sunny rib-tickler 
from Rohmer with a peerless 
understanding of the mating game. 


SUNDAY fespvac® 

SUN 9 JAN 4AM 

1997 | Jonathan Nossiter | 87 mins | no cert 
DAVID SUCHET, LISA HARROW 

Would you confess if a beautiful 
English actress thought you were a 
famous film director and took you to 
bed? Neither does Davip SUCHET, a 
homeless ex-tax inspector. But is Lisa 
Harrow really unaware of who he is? 


SUTURE snc 
WED 5 JAN 10.10PM, WED 26 JAN 
2.15AM, SAT 26 FEB 3.30AM 

1994 | Scott McGehee/David Siegel | 91 mins | 15 
DENNIS HAYSBERT, MICHAEL HARRIS 
Two half brothers meet for the first time 
at their father’s funeral. One (MICHAEL 
Harris) is a wealthy criminal; the other 
(DENNIS HaysSBERT) a poor builder. But 


when Haybert is disfigured after Harris 
tries to kill him, people think they are 
identical twins. Which is odd, as Harris 
is white and thin, Haysbert black and 
stocky. Whether you enjoy this stylish 
film noir depends on how you view the 
casting: ludicrous, or inspired. 


THAT THING 

YOU DO! Ea 

SAT 15 JAN 10.05PM, FRI 21 JAN 
8PM, WED 26 JAN 3.50AM, SAT 29 
JAN 6PM, WED 23 FEB 6PM 

1996 | Tom Hanks | 103 mins | PG 

TOM HANKS, LIV TYLER, TOM EVERETT 
SCOTT 


HANKS wrote, directed and starred in 


this nostalgia trip. It’s the 60s, America 
is in the grip of the Beatles and Tom 
Everett Scott, drummer in ‘The One- 
ders’, is desperate to emulate their 
success. When they are picked up by 
music exec Hanks, transformed into 
‘The Wonders’ and score a top-ten hit, 
it looks like they might. Feelgood debut 
from Hanks with a touch of Happy Days. 


THELMA & LOUISE sus 
WED 9 FEB 10PM 

1991 | Ridley Scott | 124 mins | 15 

SUSAN SARANDON, GEENA DAVIS, BRAD 
PITT 


Fleeing the domestic hell that is their 
everyday lives, SUSAN SARANDON and 
Geena Davis tear off the shackles of a 
chauvinist society and hit the highway 
in this excellent, Oscar-winning road 
movie. But what was originally 
planned as a few blissful days away 
turns into a nightmare on wheels. 


THE THREEPENNY 
OPERA 

FRENCH VERSION THUR 27 JAN 4.15AM 
GERMAN VERSION MON 7 FEB 6PM 
1931 | Georg Wilhelm Pabst | 98 mins 
(French) 107 mins (German) | PG 

RUDOLF FORSTER, CAROLA NEHER 
Wonderful expressionist version of 
Berthold Brecht/Kurt Weill musical 
masterpiece telling the story of Mack 
The Knife, a gentleman thief operating 
in London’s Dickensian docklands. 


| FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT > 


1997 | Atom Egoyan | | 108 mins | 15 


| THE SWEET HEREAFTER 


SUN 2 JAN 10PM, TUES 11 JAN 8PM, TUES 22 FEB SPM 


IAN HOLM, SARAH POLLEY, BRUCE GREENWOOD 


TUWRERTTV TTT TT, 
Ss ’ 


A school bus careers into a lake killing all but two of its passengers and 
| ripping the youthful heart from a small community. Into this cauldron of 
| despair steps IAN Hous, a lawyer hoping to entice the parents into legal action 
against the authorities. Atom Egoyan’s drama concerns itself not so much 
with death as the crippling guilt of the survivor. Chilling, pertinent and brave, 
Egoyan received two Oscar nominations for his direction and adaptation. 
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THROUGH THE 
OLIVE TREES 

(ZIR-E DARAKHTAN-E ZEYTON) 
TUES 11 JAN GPM 

1994 | Abbas Kiarostami | 99 Mins | U 
MOHAMMAD ALI KESHAVARZ 


After And Life Goes On... and Where 


ls My Friend’s House, the third in 
Kiarostami’s poignant trilogy takes a 
witty fictional look ‘behind the scenes’ 
of Iranian cinema. Emotional, 
intelligent filmmaking. 


TOMMY 

SAT 12 FEB 12.05AM, MON 28 FEB 
1.40AM 

1975 | Ken Russell | 107 mins | 15 
ANN-MARGRET, OLIVER REED, ROGER 
DALTREY, JACK NICHOLSON 


Rocer Dattrey is on blistering form as 
the deaf, dumb and blind kid who 
sure plays a mean pinball, in this 
screen adaptation of The Who’s 
spectacular rock opera. Tommy is 
severely disturbed when he 
witnesses his father being killed. A 
constellation of stars comes out to 
help tell the story of his recovery with 
awesome results. 


EL TOPO (tHE moLe) 


FILMFOUR 


GNEMA eae 
SUN 6 FEB 11.45PM, FRI 25 FEB 
11.30PM 

1971 | Alexandro Jodorowsky | 120 mins | 18 
ALEXANDRO JODOROWSKY, BRONTIS 
JODOROWSKY, MARA LORENZIO 


Think of Dennis Hopper in Apocalypse 


Now. Imagine his photo album from an 
acid trip in spaghetti-western land. Add 
the cast of Freaks, some ejaculating 
fountains, a handful of crucified sheep 
and a gaggle of monk-raping bandits 
and introduce them to a gun-toting 


Jesus. Jodorowsky’s cult religious 
allegory, with himself as the servant of 
man, is excessive, stylish, violent and 
surreal. Jodorowsky, man, he was way 
out there. 


TRUST 

MON 31 JAN 2AM 
1990 | Hal Hartley | 101 mins | 15 
ADRIENNE SHELLY, MARTIN DONOVAN 
ADRIENNE SHELLY hooks up with serious 
young man Martin DoNovaN who may 
well be a serial killer with a nice line in 
deadpan existential truisms (‘I respect 
and admire you.’ ‘Is that love?’ ‘No, 
that's respect and admiration’). The 
film works as both a Heathers-style 
teen comedy and dark social satire. 


‘sponsors FilmFour productions 


THE TURKISH BATH - 
HAM 


AM 
(IL BAGNO TURCO - HAMAM) 
MON 14 FEB 12.25AM 
1997 | Ferzan Ozpetek | 94 mins | 15 
ALESSANDRO GASSMAN, FRANCESCA 
D’ALOJA, CARLO CECCHI 


The film’s publicity focused on the 
homosexual awakening of ALESSANDRO 
GassmaN, an Italian trapped in an 
unhappy marriage to FRANCESCA 
D’ALoga. It’s as much about her as it is 
him and the seductive effect Istanbul 
has on them. Sensual, though not 
necessarily steamy, it makes a change 
to watch those supposedly passionate 
Italians being taught a thing or two. 


TWO WEEKS IN 
ANOTHER TOWN 

TUES 15 FEB 6PM 

1962 | Vincente Minnelli | 102 mins | no cert 
KIRK DOUGLAS, EDWARD G ROBINSON 
Minnelli’s appropriately over-the-top 
dissection of fame, failure and 
disillusionment in the movie world. 
Kirk DouaLas stars as a washed-up 
Hollywood actor fresh out of the 
sanatorium, dubbing shoddy Euro co- 
productions and desperate to make a 
comeback. Cheap, gaudy, cynical and 
thoroughly enjoyable. 


UNDER THE 

SKIN fesrutc® 

MON 24 JAN 10PM, TUES 15 FEB 
12.35AM 

1996 | Carine Adler | 79 mins | 18 


SAMANTHA MORTON, CLAIRE RUSHBROOK 


A 19-year-old girl (played with stark 
honesty by SAMANTHA Morton) 
escapes the pain of her mother’s 
death in the rough fumblings of sordid 
sexual encounters. First-time director 
Adler’s exploration of promiscuity’s 
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double-edged capacity to revitalise 
and deaden is a revelation. With a 
naturalism that harks back to ’60s 
kitchen-sink dramas, nicely 
acknowledged here with the 
casting of the genre’s pearly queen, 
Rita TUSHINGHAM, as the dearly 
departed mother. 


UNZIPPED [secon] FEetWaL” 
TUES 11 JAN 4AM, TUES 8 
8.40PM 

1995 | Douglas Keeve | 73 mins | 15 
Despite cameos from the likes of KATE 
Moss, LINDA EVANGELISTA, CINDY 
CRAWFORD and Naomi CAMPBELL, there 
is only one star here and that is New 
York fashion designer Isaac MizRAHI. 
Directed by his then lover Keeve, it 
follows Mizrahi from one fashion show 
to the next. Inspired by Eskimos, 
Bette Davis and Mary Tyler Moore, he 
is a complete star. 


THE VANISHING 
(SPOORLOOS) 

WED 5 JAN 1.50AM 

1988 | George Sluizer | 102 mins | 15 
BERNARD-PIERRE DONNADIEU, GENE 
BERVOETS, JOHANNA TER STEGGE 


A woman disappears at a motorway 
service station leaving her boyfriend 
so desperate to discover her fate that 
he enrolls in a dangerous game of 
trust with her abductor. Sluizer’s 
original version is infinitely superior to 
his 1993 Hollywood remake. It is a 
depiction of pure evil unadulterated by 
melodrama, controlled, precise and 
utterly terrifying. Like a stranger 
walking three steps behind you in a 
darkened cul-de-sac. Watch it. Alone. 


VELVET GOLDMINE 
(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


VENGEANCE IS MINE 
MON 3 JAN 3.15AM, THUR 20 JAN 
3.05AM 

1979 | Shohei Imamura | 130 mins | no cert 
KEN OGATA, MITSUKO BAISHO 

An attempt to understand a serial 
killer. Told in flashback from the cell 
where the killer (KEN Ocata) is awaiting 
execution, it runs through his 
relationship with his father, his 
murders and his travels round Japan 
evading the police. He also reveals 
himself as a ladies’ man. The murders 
are brutal and the humour dark as 
Imamura sets about debunking 
Japan’s image of itself as a uniquely 
civilised nation. He went on to win the 
Palme D’Or at Cannes twice. 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 


VELVET 
GOLDMINE 

SAT 12 FEB 10PM, THUR 17 FEB 
12.05AM, MON 28 FEB 10PM 
1997 | Todd Haynes | 118 mins | 15 
JONATHAN RHYS MEYERS, EWAN 
McGREGOR, TON! COLLETTE 


‘sponsors FilmFour productions: 


A brazenly ambitious whirl through 
the music scene of the '70s, 
borrowing from the lives of its 
omnisexual icons to create a film 
completely in tune with the 
energising epoch that was glam. 
Taking its structure from Citizen 
Kane, a reporter is dispatched to 
find out whatever happened to pop 
star Brian Slade, who faked his own 
death on stage at the height of his 
fame. This investigation explores 
the love between Bowie-alike 
Slade, and Ewan McGrecor’s 
trailer-trash singer Curt Wilde, who 
combines the scrawny vulnerability 
of Lou Reed with the knob-out 
naughtiness of Iggy Pop. From its 
opening at the birth of Oscar Wilde, 
to its soundtrack featuring the 
normally gloomy Thom Yorke up for 
a prance, to its Oscar-nominated 
costumes, Velvet Goldmine is a 
celebration of camp at its most acid 
and decadent. 


THE VERDICT 

WED 5 JAN 8PM 

1982 | Sidney Lumet | 123 mins | 15 

PAUL NEWMAN, CHARLOTTE RAMPLING, 
JACK WARDEN, JAMES MASON 


Pau Newman gives the performance 


of his life as a drunken attorney, a 
lonely, corrupt shell of a man whose 
license to practise law is hanging by a 
thread. His redemption arrives in the 
form of a medical malpractice suit in 
which he must pit his booze-sodden 
skills against JaMes Mason’s slick 
team of slimy lawyers. A courtroom 
drama on the surface, it opens into a 
terse David Mamet-scripted character 
study of a life in the balance. 


VISIONS sr a ll 


THE ART O 
CINEMATOGRAPHY 


THUR 13 JAN 8PM 

1992 | Arnold Glassman/Todd McCarthy / 
Stuart Samuels | 90 mins | PG 
Constructed around a series of 
interviews, the film charts the history 
and practice of cinematography from 
silent movies to the present day. It 
takes in the golden age of the 
Hollywood studios and considers the 
influence of German expressionists 
and French New Wavers before 
focusing on some of the art’s current 
pioneers, including ALLEN Daviau (ET) 
and MICHAEL CHAPMAN (Raging Bull). 


THE WAR ROOM 
MON 7 JAN 2.05AM 
1993 | Chris Hegedus/DA Pennebaker | 92 mins 


Ino cert 

JAMES CARVILLE, GEORGE STEPHANOPOLIS 
Behind-the-scenes with Bill Clinton’s 
campaign leaders Carville and 
STEPHANOPOLIS and how they made a 
president out of a draft-evading, non- 
inhaling philanderer. 


THE WATERDANCE fustwac" 
THUR 27 JAN 11PM 

1991 | Neal Jimenez/Michael Steinberg | 
102 mins | 15 

ERIC STOLTZ, HELEN HUNT, WESLEY 
SNIPES 


Undeservedly overlooked ensemble 
piece with a low budget but big stars. 
Eric Stottz puts in an 
uncompromising portrayal of a man 
struggling to deal with paralysis after 
a motorcycle accident. In a ward with 
other men facing up to spinal injuries 
they suffer anger and frustration 
enlivened by some slapstick humour 
and a dash of sexiness, the latter 


delivered by HELEN Hunt. Directed by 
Neal Jimenez, who is himself 
paralysed, this is an honest and 
groundbreaking movie. 


WELCOME HOME 
ROXY CARMICHAEL 


SUN 30 JAN 8PM 

1990 | Jim Abrahams | 92 mins | 15 
WINONA RYDER, JEFF DANIELS, LAILA 
ROBINS 


If you saw Winona Ryber in recent 
debacles such as The Crucible or 
Alien: Resurrection, you might wonder 
whether she was ever any good or 
merely the Hollywood bratpack’s 
version of Anna Friel. This high school 
angst opera is her defence. The only 
thing holding it together is Ryder as 
the town’s black-clad outsider waiting 
for the return of town celebrity, Roxy. 


WELCOME TO THE 
DOLLHOUSE rrict 

SAT 22 JAN 12.50AM 

1997 | Todd Solondz | 84 mins | 15 
HEATHER MATARAZZO, VICTORIA DAVIS 

A brutally funny descent into the heart 
of junior high-school darkness. 
HEATHER Matarazzo is Dawn Wiener, 
an unpopular, goofy-looking seventh- 
grader known as Wiener Dog, Lesbo 
or Stupid. A black comedy with a cold 
eye for cruel detail that will bring all 
those school years of stolen dinner 
money, name-calling and abject 
misery flooding back. 


WHERE THE DAY 
TAKES YOU 

SUN 23 JAN 1.55AM 

1992 | Marc Rocco | 99 mins | 18 

DERMOT MULRONEY, LARA FLYNN BOYLE 
LAURA SAN GIACOMO 


Runaways fight to survive on the 
unsympathetic streets of LA. DERMOT 
Mutroney plays the leader of a gang 
of teenagers who have either chosen, 
or been forced, to live a homeless life 
of crime and drugs. 


THE WHITE BALLOON 
(BADKONAK-E SEFID) 

TUES 4 JAN 6PM, WED 16 FEB 
4.30AM 

1995 | Jafar Panahi | 81 mins | U 

AIDA MOHAMMADKHANI, MOHSEN KALIFI, 
FERESHTEH SADR ORFANI 


It’s New Year’s Eve and in the 
teaming, crowded streets of Tehran, a 
small girl plans to buy herself a 
goldfish using her mother’s last few 
coins. A beautiful and remarkable first 
film from Jafar Panahi. 
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THE WICKER i ezscccaton win 
MAN EMPIR 


WED 12 JAN 10PM 

1973 | Robin Hardy | 84 mins | 18 
EDWARD WOODWARD, CHRISTOPHER 
LEE, BRITT EKLAND 


One of the best British films of the 


‘70s, with unmistakable similarities in 
structure to Get Carter. When 
Presbyterian policeman EDWARD 
Woopwarb travels to a Scottish isle in 
search of a missing girl, he encounters 
a pagan community rife with rampant 
sexuality, sacrificial ritual and the 
deadly charms of CHRISTOPHER LEE. It 
has become such a cult that the love 
song Britt sings to entice Woodward 
has been covered by the Sneaker 
Pimps. And don’t miss Britt EKLAND’s 
wall-frottaging scene. 


THE WILD ONE 
THUR 27 JAN 6PM 
1953 | Laslo Benedek | 76 mins | PG 


MARLON BRANDO, MARY MURPHY 


“What are you rebelling against?” 
“Waddaya got?” The first biker movie, 
with BrRANDo in the iconic pose that’s 
still a bestseller in poster shops. A 
gang of bikers arrive in a small town, 
drink beer and play with their knives 
before the squares show what being 


tough is about. Banned in Britain until 

1968, although it is now difficult to see 
why. Brando’s performance became a 

blueprint for teen rebels everywhere. 


WILD STYLE 

SUN 30 JAN 3.55AM 

1982 | Charlie Ahearn | 79 mins | 15 

‘LEE’ GEORGE QUINONES, PATTI ASTOR, 
SANDRA ‘PINK’ FABARA, FAB FIVE FREDDY 


Documentary-style slice of hip-hop 
culture featuring legendary graffiti 
artist LEE QUINONES and GRANDMASTER 
FLASH on the decks. An authentic 
portrayal of the birth of a scene and 
infinitely cooler than its contemporary 
movies, Beat Street and Breakdance. 


WOLFEN 

SAT 26 FEB 1.35AM 

1981 | Michael Wadleigh | 110 mins | 18 
ALBERT FINNEY, GREGORY HINES 
Walking the precarious line between 
stylised and pretentious, this curious 
police procedural/horror hybrid has 
ALBERT FINNEY investigating a series of 
violent murders and becoming 
embroiled in a loopy world of Indian 
legends, wolf spirits and sub-plots 
about the insidious nature of western 
capitalism. Wadleigh only directed two 
films: this and Woodstock. 


The City Of Lost Children 


Selected by Nick Moore from Rotherham, who is now the proud 
owner of an East Is East parka. 


The evil Krank, invader 
of dreams, has a 

chain he can pull 
when a dream is not 
to his liking. “You 
don’t risk much do 
you,” the girl played 
by Judith Vittel says to 
him. Then Krank gets 
younger and she gets 
older, until he is too 


Krank has beena 
control freak in the 
film but now he has 
finally lost it. 


| THE CITY OF LOST CHILDREN IS SHOWING ON 14 JAN SPM, 26 JAN 12.20AM AND 8 FEB 1.45AM 
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small to pull the chain. 


WR - MYSTERIES OF 
THE ORGANISM 

(WR - MISTERIJE ORGANIZMA) 

FRI 28 JAN 11.45AM 

1971 | Dusan Makavejev | 80 mins | 18 
MILENA DRAVIC, JAGODA KALOPER 
Banned in Makavejev’s native 
Yugoslavia, in Britain it was the first film 
to legally show an erect penis. An 
unhinged satire, it mixes documentary 
material about the eccentric Austrian 
psychoanalyst and scientist Wilhelm 
Reich with genuine Stalinist 
propaganda and a fictional story about 
a Russian skater and a Yugoslav girl. 


ZIGGY STARDUST AND 
THE SPIDERS FROM 
MARS 


SAT 12 FEB 8PM, MON 28 FEB 12.05AM 
1982 | DA Pennebaker | 89 mins | PG 

DAVID BOWIE, MICK RONSON 

All the speeding splendour of Bowie in 
his pomp, live in 1973 with Mick 
Ronson and the rest of the Spiders at 
their legendary Hammersmith Odeon 
gigs when The Thin White Duke finally 
retired Ziggy — the premise for Velvet 
Goldmine (page 47). It’s all here: the 
plumaged posturing, the lime-green 
hot pants, the sublime music. Yes, it’s 
a total blam blam. 


gives 
goosebumps. Tell us why it is so 


To celebrate the Loved Up! season of films, we present anecdotes of romances 
that have bloomed in the cinema. All tales gathered by Susie Corrigan 


"| think | was a bit of a ‘late bloomer’. When | was 16, a girl asked me to a film and of course | said yes — | was 
really excited about seeing the film and didn't realise this was ‘a date’ until she started groping my leg about 
five minutes after the opening credits. Aroused? | don't think so — | ran away and was too embarrassed to ever 
speak to her again." 

Adam Burns, Edinburgh 


"This really wet boy at my school asked me to go see Cocktail with him. | didn't fancy him but nevertheless 
| agreed to go. Come the day, he turned up in a long anorak which he wouldn't remove even when he began 
sweating. He sat there dripping until the end and offered to walk me home afterwards. When we got to my 
doorstep he unzipped the anorak and removed a very sweaty box of Milk Tray from under his jacket.” 
Louise Potter, West Kirkby 


"My boyfriend and | used to love winding up the ushers at the multiplex we went to when we were at university 


in Manchester. One stunt in particular annoyed them the most: he'd buy a bag of popcorn, spill half of it in my 
(clothed) lap five minutes into the film, and dive down there face-first to eat it." 
Hannah Brown, Leeds 


“One couple married in our cinema: the wedding invitations came from our ticketing system and there was a 
programme of ’70s adverts followed by a montage about romance and Hollywood weddings. They chose the 
venue because it was a place of dreams...and happy endings.” 

Angela Renshaw, Cornerhouse Arts Centre, Manchester 


"| absolutely adore Audrey Hepburn and my girlfriend knew it, so once for my birthday she hired a screening 
room to show a double feature of Funny Face and How To Steal A Million. It was a complete surprise and during 
the intermission she came in wearing a ’60s Givenchy dress and uncorked pink champagne. Gobsmacked!" 
Cameron Shearer, London 


FILMFOUR’S LOVED UP! SEASON RUNS FROM MON 14 FEB TO SAT 19 FEB 
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OMING UP IN MARCH/APRIL 
British Film Month 


April will look back over the high points of British cinema and includes the premiere of 
the Oscar-winning Elizabeth. Enjoy generations of Britain’s peerless actors from Michael 
Caine to Anna Friel, from Dame Judi Dench to Ewan McGregor. 


Highlights from this season include: 
ELIZABETH 
THE LAND GIRLS 

VIGO - A PASSION FOR LIFE 


. jim Jarmusch 


Catch up on this fiercely independent 
director in a season to accompany the 
release of his new film Ghost Dog. 


Highlights of this season include: 


DEAD MAN 
DOWN BY LAW 


JOHNNY DEPP IN DEAD MAN 


« Sporting Life 


Films fired by the passion of sport. Enjoy 
the sporting life as it was meant to be 
enjoyed — from the comfort of an armchair. 


Highlights of this season include: 


JERRY MAGUIRE 
WHITE MEN CAN’T JUMP 


TOM CRUISE IN JERRY MAGUIRE 


Animals Bite Back! 


hs eh kingdom tears a chunk Highlights of this season include: 
rom our human hide in this collection f 

of rabid dogs and crazy insects. Lassie THE HOWLING 
and Flipper not included. MICROCOSMOS 


CATE BLANCHETT 
IN ELIZABETH 


ALAN BALL 


u R|4.| screenplay 


ALAN BALL 


With an introduction by director 
Sam Mendes. 


On a typical suburban street. in a typical 
suburban town, there is an ordinary 
family living the American dream. 


Look closer. 


Ultimate freedom comes at the 
ultimate price. 

‘A triumph of acting, writing and directing. 

A jolting comedy that makes you laugh till it hurts’ 
ROLLING STONE MAGAZINE 


'l read the screenplay and nearly fell out of bed. 
| thought I'd better meet him quickly before 
someone else read it’ 


KEVIN SPACEY 


American Beauty: The Screenplay by Alan Ball is available 
from all good bookshops from 4th February priced £7.99, 
or direct from FilmFour Books. 


www.panmacmillan.com 
www.americanbeauty-thefilm.com 


PLEASE CALL THE 24 HOUR ORDER LINE ON 01624 844 444, POSTAGE AND PACKING FREE IN THE UK 
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